a, he wes eS ~ 
ae a: Sy” 4. > 
iW ka ee ae 


Bs fom, sa 1. bioes 
eS ee piss 
ae iy, MAS, “g vt 
See RE he 

gE ee 


f ; thee 
“ + J 
“s a. Sey - aay Ae 3 
vat ee iTS eit Mahe, " 
1 se #58 ’ 
en By, ¥ wt Sia J) og 
AY ee " we o 
b ay See ps ve Wa hy 
s lA. Be pas ey ig * 
; wa 


- 


t 


* 
| 
6 


00390 


077189 


Presents 


HARLEM HEAT 
fag team Ot the Year 
ae 


Wrestling fans raved about last year’s PW! Almanac And 
Book Of Facts. And now the second edition has been 
published, completely revised and updated. The editors 
of PWI have put together the ultimate resource tool, 
combining a complete review of 1996 with a historical 
overview of the sport. The |96-page, digest-sized edi- 
tion includes: Complete PPV, supercard, and Clash 
results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by-year 
history of the sport ... Stats ... And much more! 


The PWI Almanac sold out quickly on most newsstands 
last year, but now the second edition is yours FREE if 
you use the order form below! 


13 eve a bye (that’s one every four weeks!) 

Up to 25% off the newsstand price 

Four eh; expandec s, including the 100-page 

ered Achievement Awards” and the “PWI/ 500” 
elivery right to your home 

And, Sic course, ‘ie 1997 PWI Almanac And Book Of Facts 


PW1’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through the 
dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent full- 
color centerfold—PW1I brings you wrestling action at its 
best. PWI includes exclusive features you can’t get any- 
where else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” ... 
Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial “Off The Top 
Rope” ...An incisive “Press Conference” with one of the 
Sport's top stars . . . Extensive “Ratings” . . . “Scouting 
- Reports” .. .“"Time Capsules” ...And don’t forget: Your 
subscription to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you 


can find it!) and every other special we produce through- 
out the year, 


FREE 
A SUBSCAITI 


SAVE UP TO 25%!! 


(Please check one) 

(W YES! | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 

(_] | am enclosing $33.85 for a 13-issue subscription—a 20% 
savings off the newsstand price! 

L) lam enclosing $63.50 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 
25% savings off the newsstand rate! 


(_] | wish to receive the 1997 PWI Wrestling Almanac as a 
bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 to cover 
postage and handling 


(_] | would like to order the 1997 PWI Almanac only and have 
enclosed $7 as payment in full 


Please indicate method of payment: 
(_] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to 
London Publishing Co.) 


CL] VISA # 
(] MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: / 
MO/YR 
Signature: 


Send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.O. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


NAME 
ADDRESS APT. 
CITY STATE ZIP 


| 


‘OUR PAID 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $45.10 for 13 
issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues ($130.00 airmail). International 
money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to 


eight weeks before you receive your first issue.. 
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SINCERELY YOURS 

REPORTER’S NOTEBOOK by Stu Saks 

NAMES MAKIN’ NEWS by Bill Apter 

ON THE ROAD with Dave Lenker 

BEHIND THE DRESSING ROOM DOOR by David Rosenbaum 
THE INSIDER by Brandi Mankiewicz 

ON ASSIGNMENT by Liz Hunter 

CAPSULE PROFILE #254: CHRIS BENOIT 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

NEWS FROM THE WRESTLING CAPITALS 

MATT BROCK’S PLAIN SPEAKING 

ONE ON ONE: BEULAH McGILLICUTTY vs. FRANCINE 
INSIDE WRESTLING CLASSIC (June 1992) 

OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 

INSIDE WRESTLING ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 
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ATURES 
DON’T LET IT HAPPEN AGAIN! 
LOVE MANKIND ... AND YOU'LL DESTROY HIM! 
History shows he’s not the same as a fan favorite 
THE INNER TURMOIL THAT IS TEARING APART LEX LUGER! 
Are too many people asking too much of him? 
AHMED JOHNSON REVEALS: 
“| ALMOST JOINED THE NATION OF DOMINATION” 
He had a good reason for considering it 
USE THEM, THEN LOSE THEM: 
HOW THE NWO CONDEMNED ITS SECOND SQUAD 
What kind of future do Bubba, Wall Street, and company have? 
DAVEY BOY SMITH: 
“THE TOUGH TIMES MADE US STRONGER!” 
The “Bulldog” puts a few rumors to rest in “Hotseat” 
A TRIBUTE TO DR. JERRY GRAHAM: 1928-1997 
His was a career worth looking back at 
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Send letters to: 
Sincerely Yours 

P.O. Box 1148 

Fort Washington, PA 
19034 


Rocky Maivia learned a lot during 
matches with Jerry Lawler in the 
USWA last year, and he’s now the 
WWE Intercontinental champion. 
Reader Randall Tyler doesn’t think his 


I-C title win was a fluke. 


ROUGH ROAD FOR ROCKY 
Rocky Maivia is currently one of 
the hottest wrestlers around. Not that 
many wrestlers can boast about win- 
ning a major title so early in their 
careers. He defeated a great athlete 
in Hunter Hearst Helmsley when he 
won the Intercontinental champi- 
onship. Critics like Jerry Lawler 
argue that Maivia’s victory was a 
fluke. Forget it, “King”! Maivia 
learned from the best and wrestled 
the best, and that includes you, 
Lawler. | think Maivia learned a lot 
from wrestling “The King” in the 
USWA, so Lawler shouldn’t be so 
quick to brush him off. 
| have to agree with Lawler on 
one thing: Maivia will have a difficult 
time retaining the title. There are a 
lot of great superstars in the WWF. 
Then again, most of those super- 
stars are locked up in feuds. Bret 
Hart, Sid Vicious, Steve Austin, 
Vader, and The Undertaker are fight- 
ing over the World title. Goldust is 
feuding with Helmsley. Marc Mero is 
at a crossroads in his WWF career. 
If these scenarios continue to play 
out, Maivia will have enough time to 
prepare for these seasoned athletes. 
Maivia will soon become an even 
stronger force in professional 
wrestling. The Intercontinental title 
will be just one of numerous belts 
that the young star will win during his 
career. Maivia’s next step will be the 
WWF World title. 
RANDALL TYLER 
Asbury Park, NJ 


STEINERS SPLIT? 

Rick and Scott Steiner will never 
stop teaming, despite what was writ- 
ten in your April 97 issue (“Is Rick 
Steiner Searching For A New 
Partner?”). Unlike the Harts and the 
Rottens, Rick and Scott Steiner have 
a special bond that is hard to 
explain. The Steiners have been a 
tag team for most of their careers, 
and that time has strengthened their 
brotherly bond. 

The Hart situation, on the other 
hand, was a bomb ready to explode 
from the beginning, since Bret and 
Owen never seemed to respect 
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Are we about to see the Steiners split? No way, says Jason T. Decker, who believes 
Rick and Scott are too close to go their separate ways. 


each other. They had never wrestled 
with each other on a regular basis; 
both men had separate agendas. 
The Steiners know they have one 
agenda, and that’s to win world tag 
titles. Although both men have done 
well on their own, too, they still 
remain loyal to each other. These 
men realize that they make a great 
team, and why ruin greatness? So, 
INSIDE WRESTLING, don’t use rumor 
and speculation to divide a great 
team. 
JASON T. DECKER 
Phoenix, AZ 


DOES NOT COMPUTE! 

| think it’s time for INsiIDE WrREs- 
TLING to upgrade its computers, 
because only a computer with a 
memory glitch would pick Kevin 
Nash to defeat Shawn Michaels in a 
tournament (“INSIDE WRESTLING 
Computer Tournament ’97,” April 
1997). Shawn is a superior wrestler 
to Nash, and your computer should 
have picked up on that, or didn’t any- 
one feed in any information about 
the past year or so? 

Nash may be a great power 
wrestler, but Shawn could fly rings 
around his plodding former flunky. 
The only time Nash moves fast in 
the ring is when he is tripping over 
his own feet. | think Shawn would 
easily dominate Nash if they had a 
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match today. | think the only other 

good thing Nash’s size could be 

used for would be as a human back- 

drop for the greatest wrestler in the 
world. 

DEANNA OAKLEY 

St. Louis, MO 

(Continued on page 52) 


Shawn Michaels lost to Kevin “Diesel” 
Nash at WrestleMania XI, but bested him 
in a series of bouts last spring. Reader 
Deanna Oakley was surprised that our 
computer picked Hall to beat Michaels 
in a seven-match series. 
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REPORTER'S 
NOTEBOOK 


By Stu Saks 


I don’t know what game Sting’s playing. He’s a smart guy and there 
must (Cin his mind at least) be a logical explanation for his behavior of 
the last few months. Surely, a simple and honest mistake by his 
friends would not have this kind of an impact on his psyche. There’s 
something else going on inside that black and white head of his. 

I don’t really have the desire to play Dr. Basil and try to analyze 
him. My main concern is with Sting as an athlete. How well will he be 
able to perform physically when (and if) he ever returns to active 
duty? 

Knowing Sting as I do, I don’t doubt that he has maintained his gruel- 
ing training regimen. He’ll lift his weights, do his road work, eat the 
right foods, and get his sleep. The time off (five months at this writing) 
might have also allowed a lot of the nagging injuries that all wrestlers 
must endure to heal. But there’s a big difference between being of 
sound body and being in wrestling shape. All the training in the world 
doesn’t prepare your body to absorb the punishing blows of a 500- 
pound opponent. 

In his favor, Sting was able to come back after being sidelined five 
months with a ruptured patella tendon to win the NWA World title from 
Ric Flair with only one tuneup match. But that was seven years ago. 
Sting is still a young man by this sport’s standards, but it’s unlikely he 
could rid himself of the ring rust that quickly again. 

If he has a plan to slowly work his way back into top-level action, 
he’d better re-evaluate. Whatever side Sting eventually emerges on, 
there are going to be hard feelings that, in this sport, are usually 
expressed in very violent terms. When he does return, the change in 
Sting’s life from lurking mystery man to being a key man in the WCW- 
NWO war is going to be very fast and very intense. I like Sting Gin spite 
of the 50 or so unanswered phone messages) and honestly wish him 
well. I sure hope he knows what he’s doing. Because if he doesn’t, he 
might have to recuperate from more than a ruptured patella tendon. 
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By taking advantage of our 
special combination offers, you 
can have all of the world’s 
leading wrestling magazines 
delivered to your door and 
save up to 30% off the regular 

newsstand price! 
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ULK HOGAN IS trying to con- 
os oe us now that Randy 

Savage’s decision to join the 
NWO at SuperBrawl VII in February 
was all part of a plan hatched back 
in July of last year, when Hogan, 
Scott Hall, and Kevin Nash at- 
tacked Savage and formed the orga- 
nization. 

“Glad to have ‘Macho’ back on 
my side,” Hogan told me. “Finally, 
we can be seen together in public. 
See, Randy and ! had this idea, 
brother Bill. The ‘Macho Man’ and 
‘Hollywood’ fooled the world. Did 
you see the look on the faces of all 
the little kids in the arena when he 
revealed he was with us? They were 
crying their eyes out. Another one of 
their heroes disappointed them. 
Man, it was the best thing me and 
‘Macho’ ever planned. NWO for life, 
brother. Hey, the NWO is life!” 


RANDY SAVAGE 


| don’t believe that for a second. 
The way | see it, Savage and Hogan 
have some sort of “fatal attraction” 
to each other, and Randy just want- 
ed to be part of Hulk’s life again. But 
history shows us they can never 
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stay together long, so we should see 
them split up again sometime soon. 
That's good news for anyone who 
wants to see the NWO crumble. 

| had the opportunity to speak 
with Shawn Michaels regarding his 
decision to vacate the WWF World 
title, and he was eager to talk about 
his fans. 


SHAWN MICHAELS © | 


“The one thing about this whole 
situation that’s really tough to take,” 
he said, “is that | know there are 
some people out there who think | 
turned my back on them. What | did 
hurt a lot of my fans, and | realize 
that. But the people who supported 
me all along have to know that if | 
didn’t get out right then and there, | 
could have hurt my knee further and 
then never been able to wrestle 
again. 

“ve heard all the talk where peo- 
ple wonder why didn’t | wait until 
after WrestleMania to do this. The 
reason is | might not have gotten to 
WrestleMania if | didn’t stop 
wrestling, and that’s the cold, hard 
truth. When | return, | just hope 
those fans will come back. | know 


my true fans will.” 

Doug Gilbert has returned to the 
USWA after a lengthy absence and 
has made his intentions there clear. 
“! won't let the Nation of Domi- 
nation survive here,” he said. 
Gilbert is focusing on J.C. Ice and 
Wolfie D, who have been handing 
out NOD recruitment forms in USWA 
dressing rooms. 

Viper has beaten Glen Os- 
bourne for the East Coast Wrestling 
Association heavyweight title ... 
Tracey Smothers has signed for 
several matches in ECW ... Mex- 
ico’s WWA title is now around the 
waist of El Hijo del Santo following 
his spectacular victory over Rey 
Misterio Jr. 

Johnny Glitter and his girl- 
friend, Flavor, have put together a 
stable of wrestlers called The 
Glitter Alliance, but the Alliance is 
running into major trouble now. Due 
to illness, Flavor couldn't attend 
one card featuring several mem- 
bers of the Alliance. While manag- 
ing The Lumberjacks, Glitter spot- 
ted a beautiful, buxom blonde in the 
crowd. He flirted with her all 
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evening and went out with her after 
the matches. Things went very well, 
and the blonde, an attorney named 
Danielle, was hired by Glitter as the 
head of his legal team. Danielle 
also accompanied Glitter and The 
Lumberjacks to the ring the follow- 
ing night, something only Flavor 
used to do. | see a major feud in the 
works! 

Tommy Dreamer wants to 
thank all the ECW fans who 
showed up at the Manhattan Cen- 
ter the first time ECW wrestlers 
were showcased on Raw. “The 


TOMMY DREAMER | 


WWF never saw talent like us,” he 
said, “and they never saw fans like 
that, either. Our fans are the best. 
ECW made the WWF guys look 
like the wimps they really are, and 
we did it on their show. One on 
one, we’d win every match against 
any of their guys because we’re 
tougher and hungrier.” 

Brian Danzig will get another 
shot at AIWF U.S. champion Major 
Breakinridge soon, but he’s asking 
federation officials to bar Major 
Havoc and The Unknown Soldier 
from the building when he does. In 
each of Brian’s last three attempts 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


at the belt, Havoc and Soldier have 
interfered on behalf of Breakinridge 
just as Danzig was ready to pin him 
... No man has been able to pin 
PWF junior heavyweight champion 
Madd Maxxine during the last year, 
but Texas Outlaw was able to get a 
victory over her recently. He and 
Maxxine were fighting outside the 
ring when Maxxine smelled the hot 
dogs at the concession stand. She 
promptly forgot about the match and 
went for the food. She got counted 
out.Due to a lack of title defenses, 
IWA U.S. champion Dale “The 
Cannon” Porter has been stripped 
of the title. A tournament will be held 
to determine a new champion ... 
Veteran Nelson Royal is thinking 
about returning to the ring at an 
upcoming ICW card to renew a feud 
he had with Mare Ash in 1991 ... 
Independent manager The Master 
reports that he has been starring in 


THE MASTER 


horror films in Hong Kong. “My ugli- 
ness has finally paid off—I’m getting 
paid a fortune,” said the man who 
admits he sometimes gets scared 
when he sees his own face in the 
mirror. “However, the big news is 
that I’ve met a monster of a man 


By Gill Apter 
who | am training to become a 
wrestler. By August, this man will be 
ready to unleash 400 pounds of vio- 
lent fury upon American wrestlers 
like Cheetah Master, Boogie 
Woogie Brown, and Billy Kid- 
man—all the men who made my life 
miserable in the ECWA. They'll all 
pay now ... yes, they'll all pay!” 
Gorgeous George III was been 
stripped of the SCW heavyweight title 
after going 90 days without defending 
the belt ... North American All-Star 


THE UNDERTAKER 


Wrestling champion The Colorado 
Kid is feuding with Tommy Rich. 
Rich is maintaining a busy schedule, 
traveling between NAASW in 
Tennessee and ECW in Philadelphia, 
where he manages Little Guido ... 
The Undertaker granted me a few 
moments for an interview regarding 
his new look, “| am reincarnated,” he 
said. “The Undertaker became the 
ashes and then rose to a new begin- 
ning that has only seen the light for a 
brief moment.” 

Well, | guess that explains the new 
outfit and why his face has a different 
look to it, Huh? 

That's all for now. I'll see you at the 
matches! Oo 
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assume you are, because you're 

reading this magazine—there 
would have been worse places to 
spend the middle of February than in 
Tennessee. That’s right, Tennessee, 
the state that used to bring us Smoky 
Mountain Wrestling and the USWA, 
but now brings us the USWA. It’s a 
place where the fans are a little more 
hardcore than anywhere else, and 
my tour of the state proved that’s still 
the case. 

Stop one: a chance to watch The 
Colorado Kid on a North American 
All-Star Wrestling card at the National Guard Armory 
in Nashville, right smack in the heart of the state. 
You probably recall that last November, the young 
and unheralded Kid stunned Jerry Lawler for the 
USWA heavyweight title, prompting Lawler to take a 
month-long vow of silence (well, at least he wouldn't 
talk to me). Lawler eventually regained the belt, while 
Kid has slipped back into obscurity. But he was solid 
here tonight, pinning veteran Tracey Smothers 
before Smothers initiated a postmatch brawl. The 


|: YOU'RE A wrestling fan—and | 


The Colorado Kid has a way of stirring up trouble in 
Tennessee. Last year, he had Jerry Lawler fuming when he 
upset him for the USWA belt. More recently, he got Tracey 
Smothers all riled up. 
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| With Dave Lenker | Dave 


Colorado Kid has certainly brought 
out the worst in a lot of opponents. 

Stop two: The choices on Friday 
were a Tennessee Mountain Wres- 
tling card at the Parks and Recreation 
Building in Johnson City or a 
Southern States Wrestling card in Fall 
Branch. They’re right down the road 
from each other—Johnson City is off 
|-181, Fall Branch a smaller town off 
|-81—so it was a matter of which fed- 
eration had the more attractive card. 
| With Dave Lenker [aM featured Tony Anthony and 
“Dirty White Girl? Kimberly against 
Terry and Buddy Landell in a mixed 
tag team match. Southern States had Rick Morton. 
Easy choice: | went to Johnson City. 

And it turned out to be a good choice, too, 
because Kimberly pulled off one of the most surpris- 
ing results of recent years: She pinned Terry Landell 
to earn the victory for her team. The crowd was 
shocked, but not altogether disappointed, because 
matches like these don’t happen all the time. Maybe 
Kimberly has a future as a wrestler, and not just as 
“Dirty White Boy's” dirty girl. 

“l’ve been saying all along that she has the talent,” 
Anthony crowed. “Nobody believed me.” 

Anthony, who a few years ago disavowed his 
Southern heritage and claimed to be of Yankee 
descent, has become a cult hero in eastern 
Tennessee, the former home of SMW. Anthony has 
turned out to be as loyal to the South and his native 
state as any wrestler in the sport, and the fans 
appreciate his presence. They know he’s good 
enough to be making a living elsewhere, but he only 
competes as T.L. Hopper in the WWF occasionally. 

Stop three: Saturday, across Route 11E, then 
south on I-81 to Morristown for a Tennessee 
Mountain Wrestling card at the Talley Ward Building. 
Mike Powers vs. Night Train, The Hillbillies vs. Eddie 
and Steve Cairo, Johnny Raynor vs. Jody Rivers, 
and Jeff Anderson vs. Danny Little Bear. Not much 
going on until heavyweight champion Buddy Landell 
battled Paul Ray in the main event. When | spoke to 
Landell before the match, he was still angry over the 
loss to the “Dirty Whites” a night earlier, and dead- 
set on making sure he didn’t waste his entire week- 
end. He didn’t, beating Ray easily. 

“Gotta get something outta this,” Landell said 
afterward. “What happened last night just burns me 
the wrong way. Unbelievable.” 

After a good night's sleep, | set out the following 
morning for the drive down I-75 to the Georgia bor- 
der. Chattanooga was the site of the WWF's In Your 
House pay-per-view event at the UTC Arena, and it’s 
safe to say that the atmosphere was completely dif- 
(Continued on page 54) 
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Are you prepared for EXTREME action? 


The hardcore action of ECW—Extreme 
Championship Wrestling—has been the 
talk of wrestling insiders for nearly two 
years! Now, a full line of ECW videotapes 
brings this incredible action into your own 
home! 


Additional ECW action filled tapes available 
at $24.95 per tape plus shipping and hand- 
ling: Big Apple Blizzard; Cyberslam; Gang- 
sta’s Paradise; Hardcore Heaven 95; Holiday 
Hell 95; House Party 96; November to Re- 
member; Just Another Night; Massacre on 
Queens Boulevard; Extreme Warfare Vol. 1; 
Extreme Warfare Vol. 2; Big Ass Extreme 
Bash 96; Natural Born Killers; Hardcore 
Heaven 96; Heatwave 96; Hostile City 96; 
The Or. Is In 


SUPER SUMMER SIZZLER SPECTACULAR! 

Eddie Gilbert vs. Terry Funk in a Texas chain 
match! Peaches vs. Tigra catfight—uncut! 
Tommy Cairo, Jimmy Snuka, The Sandman, 
The Suicide Blondes, and much more! Excep- 
tional chaos! $24.95 


ULTRA CLASH ‘93! 

Terry Funk vs. Stan Hansen vs. Abdullah the 
Butcher & Kevin Sullivan! Dark Patriot vs. J.T. 
Smith scaffold match! Shane Douglas, Public 
Enemy, Sherri Martel, a wild baseball bat 
match, and more! Ultra-sensational! $24.95 


ECW'S BLOODIEST MATCHES! 

Eddie Gilbert & The Dark Patriot vs. Miguel 
Perez Jr. & Mr. Danger! Kevin Sullivan vs. 
Abdullah the Butcher—in a cage! Stan 
Hansen & Terry Funk take on Abdullah and 
Sullivan! The Headhunters, and much more! 
Pure wildness! $19.95 


YES! I'm ready for the wildness, recklessness, 


THE NIGHT THE LINE WAS CROSSED! 

Triangle match of the year; Sabu vs. Terry 
Funk vs. Shane Douglas! Also; Public Enemy 
vs. Bruise Brothers! Original Sheik, Mr. 
Hughes, Tasmaniac, Kevin Sullivan, Jimmy 
Snuka, and many others! Amazing intensity! 
$24.95 


WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE! 

Bobby Eaton & Sabu vs. Terry Funk & Am 
Anderson! Tommy Cairo vs. Sandman—in a 
brutal Singapore caning match! Kevin Sulli- 
van vs. Jimmy Snuka! Plus: Mr. Hughes, 911, 
Public Enemy, Bruise Brothers, more! Incred- 
ible bedlam! $24.95 


HOSTILE CITY SHOWDOWN! 

Cactus Jack vs. Sabu (with Paul E. Danger- 
ously)! Shane Douglas & Mr. Hughes vs. 
Bruise Brothers! Tasmaniac vs. Pitbull—dog 
collar bout! Singapore caning rematch! Public 
Enemy vs. The Funks! It's dueling canes 
between Tommy Cairo and Sandman! Tasman- 
iac, Mikey Whipwreck, Woman, and more! 
Blazing brawliny: 924.95 


HARDCORE HEAVEN! 

Terry Funk vs. Cactus Jack! Public Enemy vs. 
Bad Breed—in baseball bat match! Sabu vs. 
2 Cold Scorpio! Jason vs. Mikey Whipwreck! 
Jimmy Snuka & Tasmaniac vs. The Pitbulls! 
Much more! As wild as it gets! $24.95 


TAG WARS 94 

The most brutal tag team bouts of 1994 are 
here with the Public Enemy, Sabu & Taz, 
Malenko Bros., The Bad Breed, The Pit Bulls 
and The Bruise Brothers. Just $24.95 


NAME: 


and sheer intensity that only you can offer! Send me 
the video(s) | have indicated below. | have enclosed 

a check or money order made payable to Global 
Distributors. For credit card orders call 800-539-8026. 


SEND TO: 

Global Distributors, Inc. 
3120 A Ridge Pike 
Eagleville, PA 19403 
800-539-8026 


ADDRESS: 
CITY: 


$3 PER TAPE SHIPPING & HANDLING: 


PENNSYLVANIA RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX: 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. International money orders in U.S. funds only. All videos are VHS and NTSG 
system Compatible only. PAL systems are not compatible. All tapes carry a 100% money back guarantee 
against defects only. If tape is defective, please return it with a note specifying the defect. 


OUTSIDE THE U.S. ADD: 


TOTAL ENCLOSED: 


DOUBLE TABLES! 

You'll witness one of the most unique matches 
ever as Sabu and Taz with Paul E. Danger- 
ously battle the Public Enemy. There are no 
rules and the only way to win the match is to 
send each member of the opposite team 
sprawling through a table! Plus: “The Fran- 
chise” Shane Douglas defends the ECW title 
against Tully Blanchard, an old style Texas 
death match as Cactus Jack battles the Sand- 
man and blood spills as brothers Axl and lan 
Rotten go at it one on one and several more 
big matches with Chris Benoit, Al Snow, 
more... Just $24.95 


THE RETURN OF THE FUNKER! 

See Terry Funk make his shocking return to 
the ECW. Plus: Douglas defends the title 
against Marty Jannetty, Chris Benoit and 
Dean Malenko do battle with Sabu and Taz, a 
barbed wire baseball bat pitting Axl against 
lan Rotten and much, much more...All the 
action can be yours for $24.95 


THE THREE WAY DANCE! 

The three way dance, perhaps the most antic- 
ipated match in ECW history can now be 
brought into your home. You'll see the teams 
of the Public Enemy, Chris Benoit, & Dean 
Malenko and Taz and Rick Steiner all fight in 
out at once for the Tag Team Titles! Plus: 
Woman weaves another scheme as Shane 
Douglas defends the World Title vs. The Sand- 
man, high flying action as Eddie Guerrero 
debuts against Too Cold Scorpio, blood flows 
between brothers lan and Ax| Rotten in a hair 
match, Raven vs. Tommy Dreamer brawl and 
more. Only $24.95 


SUBTOTAL: 


Behind the 
Dressing Room 
Door 


by David Rosenbaum 


body seems to videotape every- 

thing that happens, significant 
or otherwise, you have to start 
wondering: At what point does the 
videotape overlap real life? When 
have we taped so much stuff that 
we start to tape ourselves taping 
stuff? And is videotape altering 
real life? Which things would and 


|: THIS AGE in which every- 


Scott Hail and Kevin Nash 
have every right to attack the 
Steiners in the middle of the 
ring during a match, but when 
they cause them to have what 
could have been a serious 
auto accident—and videotape 
it—something is very wrong. 
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wouldn’t happen if there wasn’t a 
camera pointed in their direction? 

| wondered about this while 
watching Scott Hall, Kevin Nash, 
and Six running the Steiners off 
the road and into an embankment 
somewhere in Florida in February. 
No, | wasn’t there to see it first- 
hand, but of course, the incident 
was caught on tape—it seems the 
only major event of the past 
decade that wasn’t caught on 
tape was the murder of Ron 
Goldman and Nicole Brown 
Simpson—and we all got to watch 
it on our 25-inch color TVs. 

Oh, isn’t technology wonderful? 

But you have to wonder why 
Hall, Nash, and Six weren’t arrest- 
ed for their caught-on-tape 
actions? And how arrogant—or 
foolish—were the NWO members 
to film such a heinous incident, 
then let it be shown on national 
TV. 

Somewhere out there, there 
must be a lawyer or two ready to 
recommend to Rick and Scott 
Steiner that they sue the NWO. 

There’s another strange thing 


happening here. Scary, too. 
Wrestling has crossed over into 
real life. Ring feuds are being 
taken way too far. Something is 
seriously wrong when you have 
wrestlers running other wrestlers 
off the road and trying to hurt 
them, just like something is seri- 
ously wrong when you have a 
wrestler (say, Brian Pillman) 
pulling a gun on another wrestler 
(say, Steve Austin), and we all get 
to watch it live on Monday Night 
Raw. 

For those of you who missed 
the Steiners incident, it'll probably 
be available on videotape for 
$24.95 or so soon. 

But seriously ... the car being 
driven by Rick and Scott flipped 
over once, injuring both Rick and 
Scott. Fortunately, their injuries 
were not serious. Yet how did the 
NWO members know when they 
carried out this heinous act that 
they weren’t going to kill the 
Steiners? You can’t tell me they 
were following Rick and Scott just 
for the fun of it and weren’t plan- 
ning to do something bad to them. 

Bottom line: The NWO has 
gone too far. Way too far. 

So have professional wrestling 
and videotape. 

It almost seems as if WCW 
condones any action by its 
wrestlers, as long as it’s caught 
on videotape, so viewers can 
watch it (and ratings can rise). It’s 
a dangerous precedent that could 
end with the entire federation 
being sued for millions and mil- 
lions of dollars. No insurance poli- 
cy in the world would protect 
WCW or the NWO from such a 
lawsuit. They’d be hung out to 
dry. 
The only way for WCW to stop 
these things from happening is to 
refuse to show the incidents on 
TV and severely punish the per- 
petrators. This is more than a 
feud we're talking about. It’s life 
and death. 

You know, nothing would thrill 
me more than to see the NWO go 

(Continued on page 56) 
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PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 

All the information you want is right here—each and every 
week! All the latest news and gossip! Comprehensive results 
from around the world! A calendar of upcoming events! 
Complete ratings! And feature stories that keep you on top 
of today’s news today—with the authority and reliability only 
the Pro Wrestling Illustrated team of reporters can provide! 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS! 

Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the news 
is as fresh as can be! You'll be the first to know about the 
title changes, the big match signings, the major controver- 
sies, and the triumphs and tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly? No problem! 
Just send us $1.95 and we'll send you a sample copy 
hot off the press! But be warned: Once you see all the 
news, results, and information packed into our newsletter, 
you'll be hooked! (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single- 
issue orders.) 
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UME PATRICK: 


PUBLISHER'S WARNING: Subscribing To PW Weekly 


Now Greatly Increases Your Wrestling Knowledge. 
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the. 


by Brandi 


(The opinions expressed in 
“The Insider” are those of Brandi 
Mankiewicz alone and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions 
of anyone else on the staff of 
this magazine.) 


HILE MY COLLEAGUES 
trip over themselves 
while writing their tear- 


soaked tributes to former WWF 
World heavyweight champion 
Shawn Michaels, | have been 
giving a great deal of thought to 
this matter. While | may dabble 
on wrestling’s dark side, and 
make it a habit to skewer certain 
fan favorites in this and other 
columns, | do not revel in kicking 


| only wish | could have been in the ring at this particular moment. 1 literally could have kicked 
Shawn Michaels while he was down. Maybe Ill get my chance someday. 


14 


ider 


Mankiewicz 


people when they’re down. 

Except when it comes to 
Shawn Michaels. 

Let’s face it, | am not a Shawn 
Michaels fan. | never will be one. 
He represents everything that | 
despise in wrestling and, be- 
cause of that, | have come to 
despise him. To be honest, after 
listening to his sad soliloquy on 
Thursday Raw Thursday on 
February 13, | started to despise 
him even more. 

| thought the Emmett Kelly- 
like Sting was the undisputed 
World heavyweight whining 
champion, but “The Heartbreak 
Kid” defeated him for that crown 
when he announced his self- 


imposed exile due to a supposed 
injury. As tears streamed down 
his face, he told Vince McMahon 
and everyone else that if he 
couldn't perform at 100 percent, 
he couldn’t perform at all. 

Very noble, but I’m not buying 
into this. 

Hey, Shawn, every wrestler 
gets injured, and a few suffer 
career-ending injuries. The dif- 
ference between them and you is 
that you don't know if your 
career is over yet. By rushing to 
make this speech and dropping 
out of the WWF, you have 
proved that | am right. You are a 
glory-hound who will stop at 
nothing to get a little (or a lot of) 
attention. 

Maybe Michaels did a little 
research on Sting’s career before 
making the speech. Seven years 
ago, the “Stinger” faced a similar 
dilemma. He injured his patella 
tendon and was forced to the 
sidelines for almost one year. In 
fact, many figured he’d never 
return. But Sting did not shed any 
tears with a faux farewell speech. 
He stuck around and kept 
his toe in the waters of 
WCW. That’s something 
Shawn is mysteriously 
unwilling to do. 

Before hearing any 
physician's final verdicts, 
Michaels tucked his tail 
between his dancing legs 
and vanished from the 
WWF. He didn’t say he 
wanted to remain on as a 
broadcaster or a manag- 
er. The WWF didn’t even 
consider resurrecting the 
horrid “Heartbreak Hotel” 
interview segments that 
once made me long for 
Brother Love. 

Many are speculating 
that he knew all along 
that his knee wasn’t that 
badly injured. But even 
Paul Harvey may not be 
4 able to find the rest of 
this story. 

(Continued on page 58) 
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Assignment 


By Liz Hunter 


HEN | ARRIVED at the 
Nashville Arena, my as- 
signment was clear: | was 


to interview—yet again—Jerry 
Lawler. “The King” has received 
his share of ink in this and other 
magazines. Too much, probably. 
Frankly, | didn’t think he’d give me 
many original juicy quotes about 
Bret Hart’s fourth WWF World title 
victory, but, hey, that’s what my 


editors asked for, so that’s what 
they were going to get. 

After all, what e/se could | talk 
to him about? Yet another USWA 
title win? Yet another USWA title 
loss? What he thought of the fans 
in Memphis this week? 

| arrived late at the arena, after 
the Monday Night Raw cameras 
had started rolling. The events of 
the evening seemed to be focused 


Jerry Lawler loves to make comments that stir up controversy when he’s working 
as a broadcaster on Monday Night Raw. But what he said about ECW in February 
came as a shock to a lot of people. 
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around Bret Hart, “Psycho” Sid, 
and Steve Austin. Then, in the 
midst of all that chaos, Lawler 
asked for a couple of minutes to 
speak his peace. 

| was milling about in a back 
room, watching the broadcast on a 
monitor, when Lawler made his 
odd request. No one was paying 
close attention, including me. |, 
along with others, thought it would 
just be another diatribe against 
Bret Hart. 

But when Lawler uttered three 
little letters, everyone stopped and 
became transfixed with his image 
on the monitor. Lawler uttered the 
letters E-C-W. 

As we and the rest of the coun- 
try looked on, Lawler snatched a 
nearby sign from an “extreme” fan. 
Across the makeshift banner were 
those same three letters. Lawler 
was incensed. He began to criti- 
cize the Philadelphia-based pro- 
motion, calling the wrestlers “has- 
beens” and “misfits.” 

But he didn’t stop there. 

Lawler came right out and chal- 
lenged the wrestlers of ECW to 
show up the following week on a 
live Raw in New York City. “The 
King” wanted to confront them 
face-to-face. ECW’s Paul E. 
Dangerously called in and picked 
up the gauntlet that had been 
thrown down. War had been 
declared. 

The taping ended with the focus 
on new WWF champion “Psycho” 
Sid. But my job was to talk to 
Lawler, and this time, | was anx- 
ious to gather his viewpoint on his 
latest controversy. 

“Ah, Hunter, | thought you’d be 
seeking me out,” Lawler said when 
he noticed me following him down 
a corridor. “Now what, pray tell, 

(Continued on page 59) 
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A VERY SPECIAL SELECTION OF 


Over the past few years, these special issues of The Wrestler and 
Inside Wrestling have become coveted by collectors the world over. 
Now, in limited quantities, they are available to you for the low price 
of just $5 each! Be sure to complete your collection today! 


MARCH 1993 WRESTLER features a full-color 12 
section, “1992: The Year In Pictures,” that details al the 
most important events, both in and out of the ring, of that 
remarkable year in the mat sport, 


MARCH 1994 WRESTLER features the full-color 12- 
page section, “1993: The Year In Pictures,” detailing all the 
most important happenings, both in and out of the ring, of 
those notable 12 months in the mat sport, 


JUNE 1994 WRESTLER is on 88-poge pein 

turing ee of “The stuff all fans eat know’— 
the best wrestling quiz ever! What's your wrestling 10? Find 
out with this issue! Features four full-color pinups! 


SEPTEMBER 1994 WRESTLER packs 88 pages of 
excitement into one big package—including the lal and 
candid “WWF Midyear Report,” a comprehensive review of 
the WWF through the first half of the year! Includes four 
color pinups! 


WINTER 1994 WRESTLER indudes the must-read bonus 
section, “Wrestling From A To Z’—an alphabetical array of 
wrestling trends and turmoil! Four full-color pinups 
complete this sensational 88-page package! 


MARCH 1995 WRESTLER looks back at 1994 with o 
cise 23-page section, “1994: The Year In Pictures,” 
that includes four color pages highlighting the most 
important events of the year. 


JUNE 1995 WRESTLER is 88-pages full of information, 


DECEMBER 1995 WRESTLER lays down the law in a 
special 20-page rulebook developed by the editors. This 
section includes four color pinups depicting flagrant rules 
Violations. 


MARCH 1996 WRESTLER is on 88-page edition induding 

most memorable, the violent, and bizarre moments from 
1995 in a special “Year In Pictures” section, with four full- 
color pages featuring major issue from the year. 


JANUARY 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING offers the most 
pier coverage of epatts "93 and Fall nee 
anywhere: seven pages of analysis plus two pages o 
color highlights from each card! 


APRIL 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING includes the first-ever 
Inside Wrestling computer tournament! You won't helieve 
who wins—or how! This 88-page issue’s four-page color 
section includes an action centerfold—from the 
tournament?! 


JULY 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING includes 21 pages of 
one-of-a-kind prognostications as Inside Wrestling looks into 
the sport’s future and reports back to you! Coverage in this 
88-page issue includes a four-page pinup section! 


OCTOBER 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING presents the bold 

assy idyeor rp a ee overview of 
the first half of 1994. Four full-color pinups fill out this 88- 
page special edition. 


APRIL 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING features the second- 


JULY 1995 INSIDE WRESTLINGis a pers gated 88- 
a 


pager (including four color pinups) that included our 
po ular “Wrestling Cool” section. Who's the coolest dude, 

be crippler, ond daredevil? One thing all our readers 
agreed on: This issue was cool! 


OCTOBER 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING reports on the 
state of affairs of World Championship Wresting for the first 
half of 1995 in “WCW Midyear Report.” We tell you how 
the stars fared among the turmoil in this special 88-page 
edition that includes four full-color pinups. 


WINTER 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING gives you the 
birthdays of more than 180 of the hottest wrestlers in the 
sport today in a special pullout calendar and datebook. This 
st = features great historical information for each 
mo 


APRIL 1996 INSIDE WRESTLING presents the third 
edition of the Inside Wrestling Computer Tournament, and 
the results just get more startling each year! The highlight 
of this annual 88-page special, as our readers have told us, 
is the computer-generated centerfold action shot from the 
tournament final. 


JULY 1996 INSIDE WRESTLING takes you away from the 
wresiling ring ond into the personal lives of wrestling’s hottest 


stars. What makes Sunny cry? What's Sabu’s favorite TV show? 
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Fe re, Ba ee ee a LE Se FS FP SN ry wf mS Ae ew tS ce pd ew bg owe we nk ms ws SS | 
ONLY $5 EACH! MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 
| (CTMARCH 1993 WRESTLER LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
| CUMARCH 1994 WRESTLER Fi WASHINGTON PA 19034 
(77 JUNE 1994 WRESTLER 2 z 
| CI SEPTEMBER 1994 WRESTLER Please send me the special editions of WRESTLER and INSIDE WRESTLING I’ve checked, 
: CI WINTER 1994 WRESTLER | am enclosing $ as payment in full. : 
CI MARCH 1995 WRESTLER In case of sellout, indicate substitute choice: | 
| CUJUNE 1995 WRESTLER ’ : 
i (CV DECEMBER 1995 WRESTLER \ 
| COJANUARY 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING Rsantt 
| CV APRIL 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING 
1 CUJULY 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING Address Apt. 
("I OCTOBER 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING Gi 
| CU APRIL 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING ity 
| CUSULY 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING State Zip 

i] 
Ey CTUR 1795 SE RESINS For all orders outside the U.S. and Canada, you must add $1.50 for every back issue to be delivered by ground and $3 for every back : 
| CIWINTER 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING issue fo be delivered by cra International maney orders in U.S. funds only. Please allow 6-8 wooks for deliv 
| CT APRIL 1996 INSIDE WRESTLING : Y > ; 2 ssoanece | 
Lo ee a a os a i ee nn ee J 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


CAPSULE PROFILE 


CHRIS BENOIT 


S THERE ANY stranger feud 
| cons on in wrestling today than 

the one involving Chris Benoit, 
Woman, Kevin Sullivan, and now 
Miss Jacqueline? Benoit and 
Woman have gotten very close (to 
say the least), and that doesn’t sit 
well with Sullivan, who has brought 
his old friend Jacqueline into the pic- 
ture (“Woman is class all the way; 
Jacqueline is anything but”) ... 
Benoit, a 5'10”, 218-pound native of 
Vancouver, British Columbia, didn’t 
have much of a killer instinct early in 
his career, but it didn’t take him long 
to show that he was a terrific athlete 
... Was trained by Stu Hart ... Made 


his pro debut in 1986 and wrestled 
mostly in Calgary and for New Japan 
early in his career ... Took a run at 
the Stampede North American title 
while battling the likes of Johnathan 
Holliday, Skull Mason, Angel of 
Death, and The Blackharts ... Won 
his first big title when, competing 
under a mask as Pegasus Kid, he 
knocked off Jushin Liger for the 
IWGP junior heavyweight title in 
August 1990 (“You can’t beat Liger 
without being at your absolute best’) 
... Later lost the title and a mask vs. 
mask match to Liger ... Joined 
WCW in 1998, and lost to 2 Cold 
Scorpio in his first big pay-per-view 
match, at SuperBrawl Ill (“1 was just 
happy to be there”) ... Partnership 
with Bobby Eaton didn’t work, as 


Chris Benoit puts some extra pressure on Eddy Guerrero’s wrist as he wrenches 
his arm behind his back. Benoit is one of the most technically skilled wrestlers in 
WCW, and he knows how to play mind games, too. 
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they lost to The Nasty Boys and 
other top duos (“We never had the 
right chemistry’) ... Won two presti- 
gious junior heavyweight tourna- 
ments in Japan in 1994, besting the 
likes of El Samurai and The Great 
Sasuke ... Signed with ECW in ’94 
and took on the nickname “Ca- 
nadian Crippler’ after he broke sev- 
eral of Sabu’s vertebrae in a match 
(‘He thinks of me every time he turns 
his head”) ... Teamed with Dean 
Malenko to beat Sabu and Taz for 
the ECW tag title in February 1995; 
they held the belts for less than three 
months ... That spring, he surprised 
everyone by showing up at a WWF 
TV taping with Ted DiBiase, but he 
never signed with the federation 
(“Smart decision”) ... Was intro- 
duced as a member of The Four 
Horsemen in November 1995, join- 
ing Arn Anderson, Ric Flair, and 
Brian Pillman (“Another great career 
move”) ... Actually suggested 
Woman be booted out of the 
Horsemen one night when she 
refused to allow Debra McMichael 
and Elizabeth to hand new 
Horseman Steve McMichael his 
steel briefcase during a match 
(‘Before | got to know her better’) ... 
Lost to Shinjiro Otani in the finals of 
the WCW cruiserweight title tourney 
last May ... Beat Kevin Sullivan in a 
falls-count-anywhere match at last 
years Great American Bash; part of 
the match was contested in a men’s 
restroom (“I shoulda flushed him 
down a toilet”) ... He and Woman 
began taunting Sullivan in later 
months by showing videos of them 
dining together in Germany ... 
Benoit and Sullivan have had many 
wild battles since ... With the 
Horsemen behind him, Benoit fig- 
ures to improve even more; few 
would be surprised to see him cap- 
ture a title in WCW in the near future 
(‘They'd be surprised if | didn’t’). 
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Where Are They 


S.D. JONES 

Although he wres- 
tles only occasion- 
ally these days (for 
several East Coast 
independent orga- 
nizations), Jones is 


a very busy man. 

That's because he 

now owns several 

chicken and rib 

restaurants in the 

Bronx. “It’s a full- 

‘1 time business that 

a — | just doesn’t give 

me much time to rable: ” $.D. told us, “but one 

of the best things about it is lots of my fans 

come in and recognize me. | get to talk about 

wrestling with people all the time, and | really 
love that.” 


DICK SLATER 
At press time, Slater 
was still recovering 
from back surgery he 
had in late-February. 
“But I'm feeling pretty 
good now, and I'll be 
back,” he said confi- 
dently, “maybe by 
the time this maga- 
“am zine comes out.” 
| Slater was diag- 
~ | nosed with a herniat- 
ed disk a few days 
after wrestling on a 
WCW card in Gainesville, Georgia, in 
November 1996. He had hoped physical thera- 
py would solve the problem, but doctors finally 
convinced him that surgery was the best 
option. 
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Do you have a favorite wrestler who 
has left your area? Are you wondering 
where he is today? Then this special 
column is just for you. Each month 
we will update the whereabouts of four 
current or former wrestlers 


SIKA 
One-half of the for- 
i mer WWF tag team 
champs The Wild 
Samoans, Sika 
now lives in San 
Francisco, where 
he runs a security 
firm. “We do body- 
guard work for lots 
of celebrities,” he 
said, “and we do 
some work at ex- 
clusive nightclubs.” 
Sika also helps his 
son, Matthew, who’s part of The Samoan 
Gangsta Party, develop his wrestling skills. “My 
brother Afa trains him at his school in 
Pennsylvania,” Sika said. “Matthew flies out a 
few times a year for strategy planning.” 


HIRO MATSUDA 
Matsuda was a 


wrestler, talent 

scout, trainer, and 

"| manager during 

"| his years in the 

= | sport, but he is 

"| now retired. Some 

| of the men he pre- 

1 pared for their pro 

careers are Hulk 

Hogan, Lex Luger, 

and Ron “Faarooq” 

Simmons. “The 

sport has changed 

so much, with all this pay-per-view, and fire- 

works, and very violent matches,” he says. 

Today, Matsuda, who is 59 years old, lives in 

Tampa with his wife, Judy. His daily routine 
includes jogging and working out at a local gym. 
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THE SPECIAL ISSUES 


MARCH 1990 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1989—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement ‘89 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1989, predictions 
for 1990, and more! 


MARCH 1991 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: "1990—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement '90 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1990, and 
predictions for 1991. 


MARCH 1992 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1991—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement ’91 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1991, and 
predictions for 1992. 


AUGUST 1992 All slick, all color! This 88-page special includes extensive coverage of 
WrestleMania VII, plus a bonus photo section detailing the career of Hulk Hogan in photos! 


MARCH 1993 A 100-page all-slick, all-color edition including: “1992—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement ’92 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1992, and 
predictions for 1993, 


JUNE 1994 This 88-page edition features a bonus section: Wrestling insiders answer 50 
crucial questions in the 1994 “PW1 Polll” Plus: exclusive photos of Sting vs. Hogan! 


SEPTEMBER 1994 A spectacular 88-page celebration of 15 years of PW! Included: 
The best and worst of the PHW/ years, major title changes of the PW/1 years, a year-by- 
year review—in color_—and much more! 


orders in U.S. funds only. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


YOU GOTTA HAVE! 


Year-end reviews! WrestleMania Ley {fetenae 
closeups! Insider polls! Anniversary TS as stlin ' 
celebrations! The incredible “PWI 500”! Lm, AN 
If you don’t have these color-packed 


special issues in your collection, you are 
missing out—big-time! These massive 


chunks of wrestling history can be 
yours for just $5 per copy! Supplies are 
very limited—order today! 
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Winter 1995 


MARCH 1995 Our annual 100-page year-end extravaganza! Included: “1994—The 
Year In Wrestling,” Achievement ‘94 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1994, and 
predictions for 1995. 


JUNE 1995 This 88-page edition highlights the incisive “PW! Poll” for 1995 as 
wrestling insiders address 50 vital questions, Plus: Cactus Jack, Sting, the Steiners, and 
more! 


SEPTEMBER 1995 Our sensational 88-page WrestleMania XI issue features 20 pages 
of coverage of this historic card! Included: A full-color centerfold of Diese-—with a 
complete career bio! 


WINTER 1995 The one you've been waiting for: Our 88-page collector's edition 
featuring the fifth annual installment of the “PW! 500"—a comprehensive listing of the 
top 500 stars in the sport! 


MARCH 1996 The Big One! Our annual 100-page year-end spectacular! “1995—The 
Year In Wrestling,” Achievement ‘95 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards, and 
predictions for 1996! 


JUNE 1996 Our annual “PW! Poll” of insiders is back in this jam-packed 88-page 
edition! We ask 50 hot questions—they give you the answers! Plus: Sunny, Hulk 
Hogan, Yokozuna, and the WWF-WCW war! 
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NEWS FROM THE 


PHILADELPHIA, PA 
BY CARL ANTONIO 


VS. 
STEVE WILLIAMS 


ECW champ Raven pulled off a stunning upset 
after challenging “Dr. Death” to an impromptu fitle 
match. Williams bled early after getting smashed 
with a chair, As Raven dove off a turnbuckle, though, 
Williams moved, allowing Raven to crash through a 
table. He then nailed Raven with a chair until he 
bled. Later, Lori and Tyler Fullington came out with 
the Blue World Order. Stevie Richards handed 
Williams a BWO T-shirt, but Williams refused it and 
was superkicked three times for doing so. A dazed 
Raven was then able to cover him and pin him. 

OTHER BOUTS: Louie Spicolli pinned Mike 
Awesome ... Lance Storm beat B. Mahoney ... 
Stevie Richards defeated Rick Morton ... Steve 
Williams beat Ax! Rotten ... The Sandman defeated 
D-Von Dudley ... ECW tag team champs The 
Eliminators defeated Sabu & Rob Van Dam ... Terry 
Funk pinned Tommy Rich ... Tommy Dreamer & 
The Pit Bulls beat Shane Douglas, Brian Lee, & Chris 
Candido. 
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NEW YORK, NY 
BY BRAD ROBBINS 


ROCKY MAIVIA 
SALVATORE SINCERE 


Maivia pinned Sincere in a fast-paced match 
that saw Maivia keep the advantage almost the 
entire match. The Madison Square Garden fans 
were clearly behind this young sensation as he 
nailed Sincere with a series of hard punches to the 
face that left Sincere reeling. Sincere attempted to 
gain some momentum by executing a sideslam, 
but Maivia rallied as the crowd chanted his name. 
He got the quick three-count after executing a 
shoulderbreaker. 

OTHER BOUTS: Henry & Phineas Godwin 
beat Owen Hart & Bob Holly ... Steve Austin 
pinned Goldust ... Hunter Hearst Helmsley 
pinned Jake Roberts after Curtis interfered ... 
Shawn Michaels pinned Mankind ... Bret Hart 
defeated Big Van Vader by disqualification ... 
Faaroog & Crush defeated Ahmed Johnson & 
Savio Vega after Savio turned against Johnson 
... “Psycho” Sid Vicious beat The Undertaker by 
countout when Big Van Vader interfered. 


YARDVILLE, NJ 
BY TOM LLOYD 


DORY FUNK IR. 
DAN SEVERN 


It has been a long time since Dory Funk Jr. 
held the NWA heavyweight title—24 years to be 
exact—but he nearly beat current NWA champ 
Severn in this bout. The match was a classic: Both 
men used an array of scientific moves. Both also 
tried several times to make the other submit, but 
neither would give up. The continuous action was 
only ended by the sound of the bell, which rang 
after 30 minutes of action. The bout was declared 
a draw. 

OTHER BOUTS: Bobby G defeated Billy 
Real ... The Overweight Lover defeated Magic 
... Julio Sanchez & Don Montoya defeated 
Downward Spiral (with Madonna Wayne Gacy)... 
Bobby Blake pinned Jarred Dylan ... NWA U.S. 
tag team champions The Lost Boys beat The New 
Bad Attitude (formerly The Misfits) ... The 
Inferno Kid pinned Ralph Soto .. Donnie B. 
defeated Rik Ratchett ... NWA North American 
champion Reckless Youth pinned Jason Knight. 
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WRESTLING CAPITALS 


WILMINGTON, DE 
BY MARIANNE DUNN 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
BY FRED SHERNOFF 


GOLDUST 
VS. 
LANCE DIAMOND 


Goldust felt compelled to take on Diamond on 
this ECWA card since he had heard Diamond was 
spreading nasty rumors about Marlena. Diamond 
attacked at the bell, but Goldust leveled him with two 
dotheslines. Although Diamond retaliated later with 
several suplexes and a DDT, Marlena slowed him 
down by climbing onto the apron and blowing cigar 
smoke in his face. As ‘Dust whipped Diamond into the 
referee in the corner, then nailed him with a “curtain 
call,” Ace Darling tried to interfere, but was stopped 
by Cheetah Master. As those two fought, Goldust 
rolled up Diamond. 

OTHER BOUTS: Billy Kidman wrestled Reckless 
Youth to a draw ... (ECWA) Animal & Commando 
beat Cowboy Johnny Blaze & Mike Mayhem ... 
Ronnie Roberts beat Warhawk ... Ace Darling beat 
Cheetoh Master ... Inferno Kid beat Mr. Ooh La La 
ina crybaby match . .. Boogie Woogie Brown pinned 
The Chicago Hitman ... Pat Shamrock beat EI 
Sensational ... Glen Osbourne beat Viper. 
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JEFF JARRETT 
STEVE MCMICHAEL 


Jarrett had to win this SuperBrawl Vil match 
to be granted membership in the Horsemen, and 
he did win ... in Horseman style. McMichael was 
surprisingly effective, though, matching Jarrett 
hold for hold. At one point, Debra McMichael 
began arguing with her husband, who wanted her 
to hand him his metal briefcase. Finally, she 
turned her back and threw the steel briefcase into 
the ring. Jarrett got it, nailed McMichael with it, 
and got the pinfall victory. 

OTHER BOUTS: Six beat WCW cruiserweight 
champ Dean Malenko to win the tile ... WCW TV 
champ Prince laukea defeated Rey Misterio Jr. 
... Dallas Page beat Marcus Bagwell by disquali- 
fication ... WCW U.S. champ Eddy Guerrero 
pinned Chris Jericho ... Public Enemy beat 
Harlem Heat and The Barbarian & Meng in a tri- 
angle match ... Chris Benoit pinned Kevin 
Sullivan in a San Francisco death match ... WCW 
World champ Hulk Hogan pinned Roddy Piper. 


PITTSBURGH, PA 
BY CINDY LENHART 


THE SULTAN 
AHMED JOHNSON 


The Sultan was a last-minute replacement for 
Big Van Vader, and that surprise element, com- 
bined with outside interference from the Nation 
of Domination, helped him defeat Ahmed 
Johnson at the Civic Arena. The crowd was clearly 
behind Ahmed throughout the match, and he 
responded by pounding on The Sultan. The 
Nation of Domination came to ringside, distract- 
ing Ahmed long enough for The Sultan to get 
Ahmed into the camel clutch and gain a submis- 
sion victory. 

OTHER BOUTS: Rocky Maivia defeated Leif 
Cassidy ... Crush beat Barry Horowitz ... 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley pinned Flash Funk ... 
World tag team champions Owen Hart & Davey 
Boy Smith defeated Bob Holly (substituting for 
Doug Furnas) & Phil Lafon ... Faoroog defeated 
The Undertaker by disqualification ... Goldust 
pinned Mankind ... Bret Hart & “Psycho” Sid 
Vicious beat Shawn Michaels & Steve Austin. 
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Speaking 


Harder than nails, 


veteran wrestling 


reporter Matt Brock 


wrestling than any 


has logged more 


miles covering 


other journalist. 


Every month Matt will 
travel to the sport's 
hotbeds, reporting 
everything he sees 
without fear or favor 
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ne of these days, the 
history writers are 
going to get around to 


writing a history of the 
WWF World title— 
Saks tells me we did 
it already, in Wrestle 
America—and when 
they do, they might 
just decide that Bret 
Hart is the greatest 
champion of all-time. 
This scribe isn’t one 
to deal with superla- 
tives, but let’s face it: 
Hart has won the title 
under every possible cir- 
cumstance, and he has 
defended it, too. Take Bruno 
Sammartino. Great champion. 
Nothing against Bruno, who beat 
all the great wrestlers of his day, 
but where was he wrestling? 
Madison Square Garden, Boston 
Garden, Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
here and there. There was nobody 
like Bruno for 15 solid years, but 
wrestling was different back then. 
Fewer cities, less travel, not quite 
as many opponents. The rigors 
were different. Then 
there was Hulk Ho- 
gan, the WWF World 
champion for about 
six years total, but 
even his biggest 
supporters can’t 
deny that Hogan 
wasn’t exactly a 
busy man. Defend- 
ed the belt maybe 
once a week during 
busy times, and 
usually even less. 
Good champion, 
beat everybody, in- 
cluding the men the 
experts said he 
couldn’t beat, and 
now he’s on top 
again in WCW. But 
take these two men 
and stack them up 
against Hart. He 
became a four-time 
World champion 
when he beat Steve 
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Austin, Big Van Vader, and The 
Undertaker in a four-man elimina- 
tion match for the vacant title, and 
he did it in what used to be a 
wrestling outpost: Chattanooga. 
Pardon me, boys, but wasn’t there 
once a song about this town? 
Something about a train? The 
other three times he won the belt 
in Saskatchewan, New York City, 
and Maryland, and he has beaten 
them all: Ric Flair, considered by 
many to be the greatest wrestler 
of all-time, Yokozuna, one of the 
heaviest wrestlers of all-time, and 
Kevin “Diesel” Nash, who had 
been champion for nearly a year. 
Forget that Hart’s fourth title reign 
lasted about as long as it takes to 
blink; he won it, hands down. Let's 
see what “Psycho” Sid can do for 
an encore. 


Tt name is Prince laukea. 
That’s I-A-U-K-E-A, and if 
you’ve never heard of him 
before, then get in line. Right behind 
Lord Steven Regal would be a good 
place to start. He’d never heard of 
him, either, took him too lightly, 


BRET HART 
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then turned his back on laukea 
and paid the price with his WCW 
TV title. Pretty shameful loss no 
matter how you approach it, 
no matter how it happened. 
Regal had laukea down on 
the mat when Rey Misterio 
Jr. came out to taunt Regal 
regarding an upcoming 
match. Regal turns his 
back, and it’s lights out. 
laukea was down, but he 
wasn’t out, and he simply 
rolled up Regal from behind 
for the belt. Can’t remem- 
ber the last time something like 
this happened, that a total 
unknown stepped into the ring and 
won a semi-major title. Wrestling is 
full of underdog stories, but none 


like this one. But get this: When it 
was all over, | figured I’d ring up 
one of the wire services and see if 
they wanted a few hundred words. 
“Regal beat laukea tonight,” | told 
the copy boy, and he says, “Spell 
Regal.” Go figure the news busi- 
ness these days. First they go hir- 
ing women to do men’s jobs, then 
they forget that wrestling was 
around before anybody ever heard 
of Dennis Rodman or Barry Bonds. 


ack in New York for a few 
Bex: just taking it easy 
before the countdown to 
WrestleMania, when some guy | 
used to hang out with in a bar in 


the city 10 years ago recognizes 
me and says, “Hey, Matt, whaddya 


SABU & VAN DAM 
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think about that broad Brandi 
Mankiewicz ripping you all over the 
Internet?” Don’t know what the 
heck he’s talking about, 

and he can tell, so he says, 

“You know, your niece.” 

Know who Brandi 
Mankiewicz is. How can | 
forget? Red-headed skirt 

who might have a little 
Brock blood in her, who 
knows? “She’s been saying 

bad things about you, like 
you’re a sexist pig who’s 
around past his prime.” 

Never bothered with the Internet, 
don’t plan on bothering with it in 
the near future. Don’t understand 
why anybody would want to stare 
at a computer screen all day when 
they could be looking at something 
else. But then this thought comes 
to me, something Craig Peters 
once told me about the anonymity 
of the Internet, how you never real- 
ly Know who’s on the other end. 
People aren't always who they say 
they are. “How'd you know it was 
actually her?” | asked. “Sounded to 
me like a real witch,” he said. Can’t 
argue with that. It’s her most distin- 
guishing feature. 


is wasting away his career by 
wrestling in ECW, rather than the 
so-called Big Two. Tonight he 
teamed with Rob Van Dam 
at the Greyhound Park, and 
| was impressed. Very 
impressed. Don’t listen to 
those who subscribe to the 
theory that it’s WWF, 
WCW, or nothing. And 
especially don’t listen to 
Jerry Lawler, who puts 
down ECW yet built his rep- 
utation in the USWA. (Go 
figure!) There is talent in practically 
every federation in this country, 
and even if | despise what ECW 
represents (and | do!), you can’t 
deny the talent of a man like Sabu 
(or Van Dam for that matter). If you 
don’t want to take my word for it, 
watch one of Sabu’s matches and 
find out for yourself. oO 


| t irks me when people say Sabu 
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usually 
our place 
to tell you 
who to 


cheer 
and who 
to boo, 
but if you 


wail 
~ 
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Paul Bearer has helped to bring out » 
the truly maniacal side of Mankind, 

‘a ' but the manager might have also 
inadvertently doomed his WWF 


Ma by signing Big Van Vader. 
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“=~ Mankind didn’t start using the mandible 
claw as a finisher until he got to the WWF 
{ and met The Undertaker. Would he use such 
a disgusting, nasty hold as fan favorite? 
Maybe not. 


By Bryan Ethi 


ITH GOLDUST ON the ropes and cheers 
\\f czseasing down from the fans, Mankind 

lifted his wolfish head and stared into the 
frenzied crowd. His eyes, misty, distant, seemed 
to plead to the fans: Don’t love me because I'm 
hideous. 

It wasn’t an endorsement for a manufacturer of 
hair coloring; certainly the Miss Clairol Corp. will 
never use the deformed one’s twisted mane in 
any of its ads. No, the desperation fans saw 
stitched into Mankind’s face was testimony to the 


er 
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ony! mia 
i) oan now, Mankind doesn’t think During his stint as Cactus 


twice about bashing an opponent with Jack in WCW, Mankind was 
a garbage can, or with chairs, or with ; 


the ring steps, etc. He has been known one of the federation’s most 
Cesium prolific and respected wres- 
is soakingin fans’ cheers. tlers. But he was also diaboli- 
cal and demented, willing to 
really ruthless. But he slam his head into a concrete 
smells, and that mandible floor to beat an opponent. 

claw ... yuck!’ This is the man who, in 

He may lack eti- 1993, suffered a serious case 
quette, decorum, a of amnesia and was nearly 
complete set of ears, paralyzed when Big Van Vader 
and adequate dental power-bombed him onto a con- 
hygiene, yet some- crete floor. A year later, he lost 

how fans these days part of his ear in another tussle . 
are starting to take a_ with Vader. 
liking to Mankind. Amazingly, though Mankind 

“Everyone loves is short on IQ, disparaged in 
the underdog,” said mainstream society, fans be- 
Maxx Payne (a.k.a. came drawn to him. When he 
Man Mountain Rock), arrived in WCW, he was de- 
who used to team spised. By the time he left, 
with him in WCW, people loved him. 

“and that’s what he Ironically, though, such unre- 
is. Mankind not _.. strained fan support 
only had to overcome a Meas worked against him; as 
huge fan favorite like The ¢ = 


depths of despair to which he Undertaker, but he also | 10% sca i ronberiCdern aca 
has sunk. had to impress Paul Bea- (3) «4 WCW, Mankind would 
Mankind, in many quarters, is rer. | hated him when | 4% y Bea SO eR ee Ora 

é A See : s- dom screams as he tor- 

now hearing some cheers. ete | tured foes like Ron 
The fans booed this summer WCW, but there’s just 7 “ge Ly Simmons (left). Now he 
when Paul Bearer dumped The something about him. sina ‘ & and Simmons (a.k.a. 
z : ~~ Faaroog) are tenuous 

Undertaker and started oversee- People warm up a? allies. (opposite 
ing Mankind’s career, giving him to him after a Pi Me, page, right). 
the power of the urn. But now while. He has #9 . \o. 2 | When he's at 
the world has finall ht on; d ft ee He er 
y caught on; tremendous ! 5 TS kind heatow 

the twisted, one-eared maniac is grit and de- aad wrestling 


what mankind is all about. Man- termina- —— Ae friends. 
kind is for all of us; we are all tion, and : ‘ 
mankind. fans love 
But that does not mean this _ that.” 
maniac who once wresiled 
under the name Cactus Jack 
represents the state of all 
mankind. If he does, we are all 
in trouble. 
“| can’t imagine taking him | 
home for supper,” muttered ( 
Sunny, who has shown 
little interest in man- 
aging the maniacal 
marvel from Truth 
or Consequenc- 
es, New Mexi- 
co. “He's real- 
ly, uh, tough, 
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the boos turned to cheers, 
Cactus Jack played to the fans 
and abandoned, to some extent, 
the maniacal approach that had 
made him such a feared oppo- 
nent in the first place. 

And as Cactus Jack earned 
more and more respect from the 
fans, he lost the respect of the 
one person vital to his suc- 
cess—himself. It cost him his 
future in WCW. 

So he packed his bags for 
ECW. He had a fresh approach, 
a new commitment to mania and 
insanity. A drive to completely 
alienate fans and foes alike. 
Ultimately, he failed, however. In 
time, the ECW’s discriminating 
fans grew to love him because 
he was so deranged and de- 
formed. And he started com- 
plaining that those fans were too 
bloodthirsty, that they demanded 
too much from the wrestlers. 

He arrived in the WWF last 
year with a new—er, old—aitti- 
tude. He was again bent on nau- 
seating even people as blood- 
thirsty as Wes Craven, king of 
horror movies. The leather 
mask, the hunched gait, the 
mandible claw—enough to make 
the bile creep up in your throat. 


He got top competi- 
tors like Shawn Mi- 
chaels, The Under- 
taker, and Goldust to 
wrestle his kind of 
matches. 

He fought in the 
ring, in the stands, 
in caskets, in make- 
shift graveyards, in 
boiler rooms. He 
fought everyone 
and everything. 
Nearly killed Mi- 
chaels during their 
memorable match 
last September, at 
an In Your House 
in Philadelphia. 
Mankind went out 
of his way to 
make us hate 
him; he stole 
Paul Bearer from 
our favorite zom- 
bie. He made the 
urn his own. 

But now that he seems on the 
verge of rekindling his feud with 
Vader, he also seems on the 
verge of turning fan favorite 
again. How long before all the 
fans are looking upon him with 
adoring eyes ... and before he is 


Even if he does turn 
fan favorite, Mankind 
most likely will not stop 
using daredevil moves 

“like this one, But every 
wrestler who starts 

| looking to the fans for 
approval changes 


somewhat. And not 
always for the better. 


looking at them the way an 
abused mutt looks into the eyes 
of a new owner who finally 
appreciates him? 

“Not a good sign,” remarked 
Harley Race, Vader’s manager 
in WCW. “He’s a driven, talented 
wrestler who will get in the ring 
with anyone, duke it out in any 
style. If Mankind goes soft and 
soaks in those cheers, he’s 
done. There might not be any 
saving him.” 

Is it too late to save Mankind, 
or is mankind about to ruin one 
of the world’s most underrated 
wrestlers? When is too much 
love bad for a person? 

It's bad when it changes a 
person, when everything that 
person does is geared toward 
satisfying the wants and needs 
of another, when that person 
loses sight of who he is. As long 
as Mankind puts the fans ahead 
of his own needs, he will fail. He 
was a winner, you might say, 
because he was a loser, an out- 
cast—at least in the fans’ eyes. 

And that’s what he needs to be.(] 
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THE INNER 

TURMOIL THAT/, 
IS TEARING 
DEX LUGER 
APART | 


You say you an 


Lex Luger? 
You'd like to walk 
a mile in his 
wrestling boots? 
Taste the fruits of 
success he 
enjoys daily? 
Don’t be so sure! 
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By Craig Peters 


cular arms in a victorious 
acknowledgement of the 
cheers of the crowd. 

But there was no victory cele- 
bration inside the ring. There real- 
ly didn’t need to be: Luger was an 
overwhelming favorite going into 
the match, and the fact that he 
won came as a surprise to ab- 
solutely nobody. 

So Luger did what he usually 
does: He coolly signaled his 
recognition of the win, stepped 
through the ropes to the arena 
floor, and casually slapped a few 
dozen fives on the way back to the 
dressing room. 

When he got there, he sat. 

And he listened. 

And through the arena wall, he 
heard screaming. 

“Somebody! It’s gotta be some- 
body! Can The Giant get the job 
done? Not alone! Sting’s so 
wigged out, he’s no good!” 

The sound of a metal chair hitting 

a locker door filtered through the 

concrete block wall to 
E: Luger’s ears. Lex 
=: “knew well the sound 
* = he was hearing: 
™ ae y * — frustration. 
y “Been there, felt 
that,” Luger told INsiDE 
WRESTLING. “And you want to know 
something?” 

Luger left his own question 
hanging in the air like a pinata, 
waiting to be smashed open by the 
reporter's insistence. But the pinata 
hung untouched. And Luger contin- 
ued to listen to muffled words com- 
ing through unforgiving walls. 

Then he spoke. 

“You think | don’t hear what’s 
being said about me? That | ought 
to be the one to provide the lead- 
ership for WCW that.everybody’s 
groaning and moaning about? 
Man, there are no secrets in the 
dressing rooms. | hear it all, 
whether | want to or not.” 

Luger stood up, paced a few 


EX LUGER Raised his mus- 
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Lex Luger reaches high to execute a neckbreaker on The Giant. Just a few months 
ago, he was feuding with the big man. Now they’re partners. He isn’t ready to trust 
him completely, though. 


anxious circles, then lifted a metal 
chair and answered the smash 
heard moments earlier with his 
own crashing impact of chair and 
locker. 

Then he calmed himself and sat 
down, the inner turmoil that is 
clearly eating away at his soul 
silenced once again. 

For now. 

“What gets me is that people 
aren't judging me or damning me 
or talking about me in terms of 
what I’ve done; they’re talking 
about me in terms of what | 
haven't done!” said Luger, frustra- 
tion evident in every word. “I 
haven't given WCW the kind of 


leadership it deserves, | haven’t 
placed the kind of trust in The 
Giant that he deserves, | haven’t 
done anything to help Sting and 
his ...” 

Luger once again silenced him- 
self. He was anxious to speak, but 
also anxious to keep quiet. The 
conflict was evident in his face, 
knotted by frustration. 

“| am in a prime spot right now, 
and the World title is ripe for the 
taking. Training, sparring, some 
attention paid to a title drive, and 
that gold is mine. Is that being self- 
ish? Tell me, is that being selfish?!” 

The reporter answered that 
accomplishment and selfishness 
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Lex would probably love to have the 
chance to wrestle Masa Chono again 
now that Chono is with the NWO. “The 
Total Package” is upset that some peo- 
ple feel he hasn’t been enough of a 
leader for WCW. 


stared at the fountain for no partic- 
ular reason, except that his mind 
was a million miles away from that 
fountain and that dressing room, 
and in all likelihood, he was 
speaking not to the reporter in the 
room, but to himself. 

“It's not easy at the top. Never 
has been, never will be. 
Expectations. Demands. It's more 
than an autograph here or a per- 
sonal appearance there. It’s life 
decisions. Every day’s a fork in 
the road. Which way to go? Beats 
the hell out of me. Not an easy 
decision, because there'll be more 
tomorrow.” 

Luger sat down again and 
turned to the reporter. “What 
about you? What would you do if 
you were me? Championship 
gold? Put it all on the back burner 
and ignore whatever personal 
career glories might lie just within 
your reach? Put your career on 


aren’t necessarily qualities that go 
hand in hand. 

“Yeah, yeah, | know what 
you're saying,” Luger responded. 
“What's accomplishment, after all? 
What's success, after all? Is it 
money? Power? A legacy for the 
future? A page in history? Hell, go 
watch It’s A Wonderful Life and 
you'll come away thinking it’s 
friends and only friends.” 

Luger stood and walked across 
the dressing room, where he took 
a deep drink from the water foun- 
tain. When he was through, he 


Luger (shown against The Barbarian) is 
so strong and so confident that he’d 
like to make another serious run at the 
WCW World title. He’s just not sure if 
other issues should take priority. 
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hold for’... for what, the expecta- 
tions of the fans? The whims of 
other wrestlers you’re not even 
sure will be there by your side 
when you need them next month, 
next week, or next match?” 

Luger drew a deep breath, and 
the response he was given was 
probably not the one he wanted to 
hear. Still, it was the only one pos- 
sible, and the one that, deep down, 
he probably knew he'd hear. 

“Every man’s different,” Luger 
heard with his ears, and undoubt- 
edly felt in his heart. “And every 
man has to examine himself and 
follow the dictates of his own con- 
science. There’s no advising for 
the tough decisions. Shared expe- 
riences are one thing, but when 
you get to a level this intensely 
personal, a level of feelings and 
futures and hopes, there’s only 
one man who can answer the hard 
questions.” 

Luger knew the reporter was 
right, and didn’t have to say so; 
the sigh of resignation said it all. 

“Damn it, I’m getting tired of 


The best thing fans—and maybe some 
of the wrestlers in WCW—could do for 
Lex Luger would be to let him alone. 
Just let him wrestle and let him decide 
what's best for his career. 
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What’s up with Sting? Luger is sup- 
posedly his best friend, so he should 
know, right? He should have gotten 
through to Sting by now, right? Maybe 
we’re asking too much of Luger on 
this one. 


everything,” Luger said. “Tired of 
the decisions, tired of the politics, 
tired of all the crap that’s ... ahhh- 
hhh ... screw it, I've said too much 
already. Get the outta here, | gotta 
wash up.” 

The match was over. Luger was 
headed to the showers. But the 
night ahead would find “The Total 
Package” wrestling with inner 
demons in perhaps the most 
important bout of his life. 

WCW=—indeed, the entire 
wrestling world—awaits the out- 
come of the battle. oO 
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Is it possible? 
Could it be true? 
Was Ahmed 
Johnson on the 


the NOD? Yes, it 
is true-but what 
does that say 
ahout Ahmed’s 
campaign to 
destroy the NOD? 
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By Dave Lenker 


Mason were bulging as the flamboyant 
lawyer raised his oratory to new heights. 
“Andswhen the Nation of Domination is finally 
able to take its proper place at the upper levels 
of the World Wrestling Federation, in the ring, in 
management, in all forms of proper power and 
influence, we will be judged by the public, and 
judged to.be true and honorable and correct! 
Because thésum.total of the righteousness and 
strength of character that +.” 
Ahmed Johnson had been staringyat the televi- 
sion withwa-face as stern and unmoving as if it 


Tu VEINS IN the temples of Clarence 


Faaroog has worn Ahmed down with sleeperholds 
(above) and bashed him with chair after chair 
after chair (left), so why would he consider joining 
this man’s group of thugs? Because he cares 
about his friends! 


Nation Of Domination” 
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When Savio Vega turned against him and joined the NOD himself, Ahmed had to 
think seriously about signing with the group, too. He was afraid the NOD would go 
after all his other friends. 


shad Deenschiseled outvofvsolid 
_.. granite. But he’d hadsenough: 
_ He rose ffom=the bench, strode 
Slowly across.the dressing 
room, and pressed the “eject” 
button:on the VCR with a meaty 
-fingers-He removed the video- 
cassette from*the machine, 
_ placed it on ‘the. floor, and 
~~ Stompedsit’ with his wrestling 


boot. 
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Hard: 

Shards of plastic flew every- 
whereAhmed reached=down: 
grabbed a fistful of loose video- 
tapeéf~and shot a pérfect three= 
pointerinto the trash can-across 
the room, a trail of tape flying 
behind like a tail on a kite. 

“And that,-Clarence Mason, 
you slimy, scummy, weasel, is 
what | think of you and your 


Nation-of, Domination.” 

Ahmed spit.into the trash can, 
the thick wad ofvsaliva dripping 
into the folds of the erushed and 
crumpled.tape lending an appro- 
priately vulgar piece of punctua- 
tion to Ahmed’s not-so-subtle 
feelings: 

“Man, | can’t believe | almost 
joined the Nation of Domination.” 

Huh? 

Say what? 

Come again? 

Ahmed Stared steély-eyed at 
the-reporter, measuringshimself 
mentaliy’ Leave it at that? 
Elaborate? 

“Yeah, I'll tell ya ‘bout it. 
Sure.” 

This, the reporter knew;was 
gonna be good. 

“It was a coupla months ago. 


_ Weird time. Man, they wanted 


me; and they wanted me bad.” 

“They” being the Nation of 
Domination,.of*course, 

“Right. Seemed like | couldn't 
walk six feet without.running into 
something from them. Letters 
from Mason; all formal and flow- 
ery and promising the world to 
me. Yeaheright! Like I’m gonna 
listen to that dirtbag! Notés trom 
Faaroog about how great.the 
NOD was’and how it’s the future 
of the sport andeall-like that. 

“Man, you Wanna. hear crap? 
You wanna read some.non- 
sense? You should Have seen 
some of that stuff!” 

Then came the note in early 
January. 

“That was different, man. It 
was really something else.” 

As Ahmed*explains’it, it was a 
note.not from any-individuat in 
the NOD, but a message from 
the NOD*as.a whole. 

And.it.was quite frightening. 

“This letter,.man, this had a 
feeling to-it’.. it wasn’t a recruit- 
ment thing-like.the»othiérs. This 
was different? This was @’threat. 
Big-time="Straight-up. Thateift 
didn’t join, I'd be sorry. And not 
for mé, because they were 
gonna come after my friends, 
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one by one, pick ‘em off all 
around me step by step before 
coming aftenme,” 


Then they started to do exact 


ly that. 

In late-January at Madison 
Square Garden, Ahmed teamed 
with Savio Vega.in a match 
against Crush and, Faarooq. 
Ahmed. was winning the match 
for his team, and the three- 
count seemed just moments 
away. SaviG'insisted_on tagging 
in, so Ahmed went to the corner 
and tagged in his friend. 

Seconds later, Anmed knew 
the NOD had gotten to his 
friend. : 


The brief beating that Savio 


inflicted on-Ahmed_was brutal, 
and.allowed Faaroog to score 
the pinand the win. But one 


more notch in the win column 


was.nothing: This, was one 
friend down and who knows 
what else to goin therNOD*s 
war with Ahmed. 

Ahmed hadn’t.answered the 
threat letter.....so the NOD 
answered it for him. 

“Thatescared me,” Ahmed 
éxplained. “l figured, man, if 
they could get to Savio, who 
else-could they get to, you 
know? How farwould they go? 
And‘tkneéw. they'd’ stop at noth- 
ing. So.... so. yeah, | thought 
about it.” 

Like a man caught in a hos- 
tage situation, Anmed was 
ready to.make theultimate sac- 
rifice: offer himself upsif the 
NOD: would leavehis. friends 
alone. 

“{thought it over for a long 
time. A long. time» Gave-it‘some 
big-time serious thought. Even 
talked with some of my friends 
about it. Had a great talk one 
night with Rocky [Maivia]. He 
put it a goodywayseHe said, 
‘Ahmed, it’s»not.gonnasstop if 
you make this move. They're 
still.gonna come after whoever 
they wanna come after. But 
once they have you, they have 
you, and you can’t let that hap- 
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pen. Stay here, where we need 
you, where the fans need you, 


~ where the Sport needs you. Your 


friends? We can take care of 
ourselves. And we can all stick 
together. We're a hell of a lot 
stronger with you than without 
yous’ 

“knew Rocky was right. | 
Wanted.to make the move =. for 
awhile. | wanted to join, but 
only to.stop. the carnage. But 
Rocky’s right. Wouldn’t have 
st6épped nothin’. Now_|..can 


promise you it /s gonna stop ... 
and.|’m gonna be the one to 
bring it to an end, no matter 
what it takes. Hey—take this!” 
Ahmed lobbed another hefty 
goober into the garbage pail. 
“There's:a lot more. where that 
came from, Mason, you pig!” 
Then Ahmed left the dressing 
room ... to contemplate his next 
move in his war against the 
NOD a war he is now deter- 
mined torfight-until the bitter 
end. a 


Ahmed knows how to handle the Sultan, and he doesn’t like the guy, so he 
doesn’t care if he goes NOD. He is more committed than ever to crushing 
Faarooq’s group. 
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Use Them, Then Lose Them: 


'V 


Every army needs 

foot soldiers. The NWO 
is no exception. — 
Certain members 

_ have been deemed 

- dispensable. It is time 
for those men to realize 
their inevitable fate. 
But even if they do, 
their careers might 

- already be doomed 


By Harry Burkett 


HROUGHOUT THE AGES, 
they have been known as 


cannon fodder. During the - 


heat of battie, less-desirable indi- 


viduals were placed on the front - 


lines to absorb an opposing 
army's swords, arrows, bullets, or 
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cannon fire. Convicts, beggars, 
or just ordinary citizens often 
formed a human shield for com- 
manding generals and their clos- 
est lieutenants. If a certain num- 
ber of soldiers were destined to 
become casualties, it might as 
well have been people the elite 


didn’t about: 


That may be an approach suit- 
able for the Dark Ages, but this 
technique is still being employed 
in the 20th century. Namely, in 


the New World. Order’s war 


against WCW. 

So, who would qualify as can- 
non fodder for the NWO? Its 
“second squad,” of course. Men 
like the NWO Sting, Marcus Bag- 


‘well; Big Bubba Rogers, M. Wall 


Street, and Scott Norton are like- 


ly to be casualties in this conflict. 


~Within-the NWO, a two-tiered 
organization with definite lines of 
distinction has formed. Hulk 
Hogan, Kevin Nash, Scott Hall, 
Eric Bischoff, and Ted DiBiase 
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are its central members. Six, 
because of his friendship with 
Hall and previous business rela- 
tionship with DiBiase, must be 
considered as part of the elite as 
well. 

Because Hogan, Nash, and 
Hall hold the WCW World heavy- 
weight and World tag team titles, 
respectively, and because since 
Six remains a top contender to 
both the U.S. and cruiserweight 
championships, there can be 
only two reasons for the enlist- 
ment of other members. One, the 
NWO's elite need a buffer zone. 
Two, by getting these men to 
jump from WCW to the NWO, the 
NWO showed that it is powerful 
enough to scare wrestlers into 
joining. Remember, they all 
joined around the time Bischoff 
threatened to come after every 
WGW wrestler who didn’t convert 
his WCW contract into an NWO 
contract. 

Sure enough, whenever the 


~ — ... Es ee 
NWO leadership needs protec- 
tion, the second squad has been 
ready for action. Not only have 
members of this group inter- 
vened whenever an irate Giant 
has charged a cowering Hulk 
Hogan, but they are also the first 
to carry out an ambush if it is 
deemed necessary. 

They usually get pounded. 

Vincent, DiBiase’s right-hand 
man, is the link between the first 
and second tiers of the organiza- 
tion. He makes sure that NWO 
Sting, Bagwell, Bubba, and the 
others do what they’re told. The 
NWO elite watches the second 
squad carefully, waiting to see if 
anyone is worthy of becoming 
member of the group’s upper 
echelon. 

Scotty Riggs thinks his former 
partner, Bagwell, is the only 
wrestler capable of ascending 
the NWO’s ranks. “Marcus Is 
exactly the kind of person the 
NWO loves. He’s totally devoid of 
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moral character and only cares 
about himself,” he said. “The 
only reason he joined those 
guys is because he was afraid 
to fight them. | told him Bischoff 
was just trying to scare every- 
one, but he didn’t listen. But 
you can see by his new ‘Buff’ 
persona that he can easily 
blend in with Hogan and The 
Outsiders. 

“ll admit that Marcus is very 
talented and shows a lot of 
promise. Maybe that. will 
impress them.” 

Masa Chono also has the 
talent to be considered a major 
force in the NWO. But cultural 
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barriers prevent him from inter- 
acting with Hogan, Nash, or Hall 
on a personal level: Besides, 
Bischoff seems satisfied to allow 
Chono to remain the group’s 
unofficial leader in Japan. 

The remaining members. were 
Struggling through the undercard 
ranks before the NWO: brought 
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them:-to prominence. They are 
‘the most likely to: run into a dead 
end. 

“l-don’*t understand all this 
analysis of the NWO's corporate 
structure,” said Ted DiBiase. 
“Everyone has a role to play. We 


- hired each man because certain 


services need to be performed. 

“Our Sting has an obvious pur- 
pose. Big Bubba gives us infor- 
mation on how to handle the 
Dungeon of Doom. My associa- 
tion with Mr. Wall Street has last- 
ed for several years. His financial 
knowledge benefits the NWO, 
and he remains a close confidant 
of mine. And Scott Norton pro- 
vides excellent backup. He’s:one 
of the strongest guys I’ve ever 
seen. All these guys know their 
boundarieés—and who occupies 
the upper management positions. 
They are integral parts of our 
master plan.” 

Members of the second squad 
are not only relegated to a lesser 
status behind the scenes, but 
also inthe eyes of the wrestling 
public. The NWO Sting, Rogers, 
and Norton are rarely seen con- 
versing with Hogan, Nash, Hall, 
or Six. They even use different 
theme music than the NWO’s 
elite. 

The leaders of the NWO don’t 
seem to care about the win-loss 
records of members of the sec- 
ond squad, either. Neither 
DiBiase nor Bischoff ever accom- 
panies any of them to the ring or 
offers much support during their 
matches, In fact, if any of these 
guys became inordinately suc- 
cessful, they might be considered 
a threat to the group’s power 
structure. And that is something 
the NWO leadership may be 
reluctant to change. 

“?d like to know who's been 
sayin’ 'm a second-class citizen!” 
screamed Big Bubba Rogers. 
“The NWO wants me around 
because | can create a ruckus, 
kick somebody’s tail, and be the 
baddest man in town. The lowlifes 
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who say anything different are 
nothin’ but pieces of trash!” 

Riggs says a dark day may be 
coming for some NWO members. 
“It doesn’t take the Psychic 
Friends Network to predict what's 
going to happen next,” he said. 
“Hogan and DiBiase will be ready 
to drop some of the dead weight. 


Then what will happen to guys 
like Bubba and Wall Street? The 
same thing that happened to The 
Booty Man. They'll be men with- 
out a country ... and without jobs. 

“And nobody will feel sorry for 
them, because for the rest of 
their lives, they’ll be known as 
traitors.” ial 
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spected rulebreakers in wrestling today. Is 

this an oxymoron? Not really. Despite a 
harsher attitude, he still retains a sense of honor and 
decorum that is absent in many fan favorites. 

The “British Bulldog” was one of the most popular 
athletes in the sport until he attacked then-WWF 
World champion Kevin “Diesel” Nash in August 
1995. Shortly after Shawn Michaels’ title victory at 
WrestleMania XII, Smith was deemed the number- 
one challenger to the championship. The spotlight 
was then thrust upon Diana Smith, his wife, when 
she accused the champion of making indecent pro- 
posals to her. Davey Boy gave “The Heartbreak Kid” 


Dr BOY SMITH is one of the most re- 


DAVEY BOY SMITH 


“THE TOUGH TIMES 


MADE US STRONGER!” 


never realized his dream of becoming WWF champ. 
Later in the year, Smith began teaming with his 
brother-in-law Owen Hart. The duo captured the 
WWF tag team title from The Smokin’ Gunns on 
September 22, 1996. Smith and Hart soon estab- 
lished themselves as dominant champions. 
Observers still wonder if Smith is totally comfort- 
able wrestling as a rulebreaker. He saved Bret from 
an attack by “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin in November 
and is often seen posing for fans in the crowd. This, 
in addition to recent arguments with Owen, has led 
some to believe that Smith is ready for another 
change of heart. Senior Writer Harry Burkett talked 
to him about that and much more after a recent 


a few bumps and bruises along the way, but he WWF card. 


Q: 


Q: 


A: 


Thank you for speaking with 
me, Davey Boy. | know you are 
anxious to get some rest after 
your grueling match tonight. 


: You thought that match was 


grueling? | hardly broke a 
sweat. Someone in my condi- 
tion is capable of wrestling in 
at least three matches a 
night. 


: But you have shouldered most 


of the burden as of late, thanks 
to Owen's chronic knee injury. 


: That shows you why we’re on 


our way to becoming the 
greatest WWF tag team 
champions of all-time. Even 
though one of us is suffering 
from an injury, we’re still able 
to destroy the competition. 
Don’t worry, Owen’s trick 
knee has been bothering him 
for years. With a little therapy, 
he’ll be back to his old self. 
“Trick knee” seems like a good 
way to describe it. Some peo- 
ple think he is faking the injury. 
What? | don’t like what you’re 
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implying. This is another 
example of yellow journal- 
ism. You may be new on 
board, pal, but you’re just as 
biased as most of the other 
bloody writers who work for 
that magazine of yours. 


Q: But | haven't seen you help 


Owen back to the locker room 
too often. You didn’t seem 
entirely convinced about his 
injury, either, though it has 
caused you to lose a few times 
via countout. 


“I bet there area 
lot of people, 
especially a bunch 
of tag teams in the 


WWFE, who would 
like to see me and 
Owen split. It’s 
wishful thinking.” 


A: 


Q: 


The most important thing is 
that we walked away champi- 
ons. Sure, | yelled at Owen 
during the heat of the mo- 
ment. But that was before | 
fully understood the nature of 
his injury. 

Those arguments led some 
observers to believe that you 
and Owen were heading for a 
breakup. Back at In Your House 
in February, you were scream- 
ing at Owen when he caused 
you guys to lose by DQ to 
Furnas and Lafon. You had the 
match won when he got in- 
volved. | thought you two would 
split up right then. 


: | bet there are a lot of people, 


especially a bunch of tag 
teams in the WWF, who would 
like to see me and Owen split. 
It’s wishful thinking. Sure, 
Owen and | had a few dis- 
agreements, but the tough 
times made us stronger! 


: What WWF team has been your 


stiffest competition so far? 
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“Jim Cornette was a 
fantastic manager, 
especially when it 

 €ame to tag team 
wrestling. But Jim 
wasn’t very careful 
about reading the 

small print on 
contracts.” 


A: That’s a tough call, because 
there are so many good 
teams competing in the WWF. 
But if | had to choose, | would 
say it’s Faaroog and Crush. 
They are the most intense 
team I’ve seen in a long time. 
lf Faaroog and Crush stay 
together a little longer, they 
may actually give us a run for 
our money. 

: | think many people would 
agree with you. But that raises 
an interesting point. There is an 
inherent conflict of interest when 
Clarence Mason manages you, 
Owen, and the Nation of Dom- 
ination. Since Mason is a 
lawyer, he should already know 
that. 

A: This may surprise you, but | 

don’t really see a conflict. 

Owen and | are willing to take 


Mason or not. We don’t have A: That was just one of many 


a problem with Mr. Mason, 
because he has done a lot of 
good things for Owen and 
me. He doesn’t interfere in 
matches, so he isn’t really a 
factor, anyway. 


: Do you think Jim Cornette held 


your interests closer to heart 
when he was managing you? 


: Jim Cornette was a fantastic 


manager, especially when it 
came to tag team wrestling. 
But Jim wasn’t very careful 
about reading the small print 
on contracts. | think Clarence 
Mason proved that. 


: You would be considered an 


expert in tag team wrestling, 
too. Do you prefer tag team 
over singles competition? 


: The “British Bulldog” can mix 


it up any way that’s neces- 
sary. My record shows that 
I’m just as good at singles 
competition. My victory over 
Bret Hart for the Intercon- 
tinental title is testament to 
that. 


: Of course, that was the famous 


match at Wembley Stadium at 
SummerSlam '92. It was voted 
PWI Maich of the Year, if | recall 
correctly. 


times when | proved my supe- 
riority over Bret. He is certain- 
ly not the only superstar in 
the Hart family. 


: I'm sure Owen would agree with 


you. Since you have so much 
pride in your singles record, is it 
frustrating to know that you 
were unable to win the WWF 
World title? After all, you did 
come very close to beating 
three different champions within 
a six-month period. 


: If there were any justice in 


this world, | would have the 
WWF strap around my waist 
right now. But the whole situ- 
ation shows you how the 
WWF has always stacked the 
deck against me. First, they 
refused to give me a title 
shot. Then, once | was finally 
given a chance, each one of 
the champions | faced held 
on to the belt by the skin of 
his teeth. 


: Everyone knows you were frus- 


trated over not receiving an 
opportunity to wrestle for the 
title. | suppose that was the 
main reason why you attacked 
Diesel and turned your back on 
your fans. 


Owen and Davey Boy double-team Phil Lafon. Surprisingly, Davey Boy doesn’t con- 
on all comers, whether they sider Lafon and Doug Furnas to be he and Owen's toughest challéngers. He gives 
are managed by Clarence the nod to Faaroog and Crush. 
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A: There’s a bloody good rea- 
son. It’s a shame when a 
lovely, respectful lady like 
Diana can’t escort her hus- 
band to ringside for fear of 
being propositioned by 
predators like Shawn Mi- 


Despite all the adversity 
they've faced, Owen Hart 
and Davey Boy Smith still 
have the WWF World tag 
team belts (below). Smith is 
not anticipating getting 
involved in another feud 
with his brother-in-law any- 
time soon (right). 


A: Who says | turned my back 


on my fans? Listen, pal, I’m 
starting to value your opin- 


ion even less. Those fans © 


turned their backs on me! 
They didn’t care if | was 
treated unfairly. 

: You must have been very 
pleased when your number- 
one fan, your wife—Bret and 
Owen's sister—stood solidly 
behind you. 

: | was very pleased, especial- 
ly when she stood behind 
me during my matches with 
Bret. | know how important 
Diana’s family is in her life. 
The Hart family is important 
to me as well. | was also 
grateful for Owen’s support. 
But it was certainly time for 
Bret to be knocked down a 
notch or two. 

: It is known that the holiday 
season of 1995 was not a 
happy time in the Hart house- 
hold. Has some of the turmoil 
within the family subsided? 

: Everyone has enough 
respect for Stu and Helen 
not to bring their profes- 
sional differences to the din- 


ner table, if that’s what you 
mean. | don’t think Owen 
and Bret will ever get along, 
but that is just the way the 
situation may remain. 


: But your relationship with Bret 


seems to be improving. It 
wasn't long ago that you 
saved him from an attack by 
Steve Austin. 


: | helped Bret for a few rea- 


sons, none of which includ- 
ed pity. Austin had gotten 
under my skin for a while, 
and | didn’t like seeing him 
get the last laugh with 
someone else. | never said | 
didn’t respect Bret Hart. He 
didn’t deserve to be treated 
that way. 


: Bret reciprocated a week or so 


later, by rescuing you from a 
similar situation. Will you two 
continue to help each other? 


: ’m not sure. | think it’s best 


if Bret and | don’t cross 
paths anytime soon. We’re 
not quite ready to become 
chums again. 


: Is there any particular reason 


why Diana doesn’t accompany 
you to ringside anymore? 


chaels. | may not have to 
worry about Michaels lurk- 
ing in the shadows any- 
more, but there are plenty of 
depraved maniacs like him 
out there. 


: Do you most fans in hoping he 


can rebound from his knee 
injury? 


: | hate to see any athlete’s 


career end in its prime. 
Leave it at that. 


: How do you want fans to view 


Davey Boy Smith? 


: My true fans will view me as 


a hard worker who never 
settles for being second 
best. For those fans, | 
promise that the best is yet 
to come. oO 


“| think it’s best if 
Bret and I don’t 
cross paths anytime 
soon. We’re not 
quite ready to 
become chums 
again.” 
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A TRIBUTE TO __ 
DR. JERRY GRAHAM ~ 


1928-1997 


Wrestling lost another legend in January, 


when Dr. Jerry Graham died in California. 
His tactics were controversial, but he had a passion 
for the sport that touched everyone who ever knew him 


or saw him compete 
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By Steve Anderson 


1977, children could not 

attend wrestling cards in the 
state of New York. For 20 years, 
those under 15 had to find less- 
than-legal ways of getting into 
Madison Square Garden if they 
wanted to see wrestling events 
there. Few knew why there was 
such a restriction. 

Dr. Jerry Graham knew. And 
until his death at age 68 on Janu- 
ary 24, he always viewed it as a 
source of pride. 

The age restriction was put in 
place by the New York State Ath- 
letic Commission following a match 
on November 19, 1957, in which 
Graham teamed with Dick the 
Bruiser against his most hated 
rival, Antonino Rocca, and Edouard 
Carpentier. After the popular Rocca 
and Carpentier won the match by 
disqualification, Graham and 
Rocca began to brawl on the ring 
apron. Graham repeatedly taunted 
the crowd, prompting a violent 
reaction. Spectators began fighting 
among themselves and some 


Fis 20 YEARS, from 1957 to 
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rushed the ring in an attempt to get 
at Graham and Bruiser, who had to 
fight their way back to the safety of 
the dressing room. 

The Commission cancelled a 
card that was sched- 
uled for the Garden 11 
days later and warned 
that if wrestling rules 
were not obeyed, it 
might take action that 
would “endanger the 
future of wrestling” in 
New York. The Com- 
mission would ulti- 
mately fine Graham 
and Rocca $1,000 and 
Bruiser and Carpentier 
$500 for their roles in 
the riot. It also placed 
into effect the infa- 
mous 14 years and 
older age restriction. 
Ironically, Graham 


Jerry and his brother Eddie had 
many memorable feuds during 


their years together in the ring. 
One of them was against Mark 
Lewin (shown) and Don Curtis. 


The match that started a riot! 
Jerry Graham (along with partner 
Dick the Bruiser) were taking on 
Antonino Rocca (with partner 


Eduoard Carpentier) in 1957 
when the Madison Square Gar- 
den fans got out of control. 


started wrestling at the 
tender age of ... 14. 
After training under leg- 
endary former World 
champion Jim Londos, 
Graham debut against 
Wild Bill Brooks took 
place in Aurora, Illinois. 
He later took a break 
from the sport because 
of World War II] and so 
he could attend col- 
| lege, but the call of the 
/ ring eventually lured 
him back. 

Jerry and brother 
Eddie comprised one of 
the top rulebreaking tag teams of 
the late-’50s, and they were 
despised by the masses who 
attended cards in the Northeast. 
The Grahams battled most of the 


yet another tag title in 1964. 

Graham was at his best in the 
mid-to-late-1960s. He attempted a 
wrestling comeback in 1975 with 
the WWF, but he wasn’t the same. 
In the early-1980s, Graham 
served as a color commentator for 
a wrestling television show in Cali- 
fornia. His style was abrasive, and 
he was clearly biased toward rule- 
breakers. Promoters didn’t particu- 
larly like this, so he didn’t last that 
long. Little did they know that men 
like Jesse Ventura and Bobby 
Heenan would make the style chic 
just a few years later. 

In the mid-1980s, Graham 
returned to the WWF yet again, 
this time as a manager. But that 
comeback also was brief. In Cali- 
fornia in 1991, he wrestled his last 
official match, 48 years after his 
auspicious debut. 

Graham suffered a stroke on 


The Grahams were always very proud of the 
fact that they won the U.S. tag team title 
three times, and they always liked showing 
off the belts (left). They liked punishing men 
such as Lewin even more (below). 


top tag teams of the time, includ- 
ing the Bastien Brothers, Fabulous 
Kangaroos, Mark Lewin and Don a 
Curtis, and Rocca and Miguel = ay 
Perez. 

In 1956, he formed a partner- 
ship that would forever distinguish 
his career. He and Eddie formed 
the team known as The Golden 
Grahams. In 1957, the Grahams 
captured their first of three U.S. 
tag team titles, the championship 
that would evolve into the WWF 
World tag team title. A second ver- 
sion of The Golden Grahams, with 
“Crazy” Luke replacing Eddie, won 
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December 15, one day before his 
68th birthday. Only semicon- 
scious, he was later transferred to 
a convalescent home In Glendale, 
California, where he died the fol- 
lowing morning. 

Despite his stellar career, Gra- 
ham will be remembered for much 
more than his ring accomplish- 
ments. The Garden riot was a 
turning point in the sport’s history, 
but it was another event that better 
defined the rather bizarre charac- 
ter of the man. 

On August 16, 1969, Graham 
went berserk after learning that 


Late in his career, Graham hooked up with | id 
The Grand Wizard (right), who was his man- | ~ 
ager when he battled Mickey Doyle in Los | 
Angeles in 1975 (below). Graham didn’t |' 
wrestle his final match until 1991. 


his mother had died at a hospital 
in Phoenix. Accompanied by his 
11-year-old son and armed with 
an eight-inch hunting knife, a .38- 
caliber pistol, and a shotgun, Gra- 
ham attempted to remove his 
mother’s body from the hospital. 
“Leave me alone,” he said. “I just 
want to bury her.” 

Graham pushed a nursed and 
fired a shot in the direction of a 
doctor before reaching the stretch- 
er where is mother lay. He 
grabbed hold of his mother, but 
was met by a security guard at the 
hospital door. “He threw me 
across the hallway like | was a 
potato chip,” Ed Boerkel told Unit- 
ed Press International. 

With his mother draped over his 
shoulder, Graham dragged 
Boerkel into the parking lot, where 
he was met by police. He was 
booked on felony charges of 
assault with a deadly weapon and 
aggravated assault, plus a misde- 
meanor charge of carrying a con- 
cealed weapon. 

Rulebreaker? He defined the 
word! oO 
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The telephone wires sizzle 
each month, as two top 
wrestlers voice their rage 
and hostility toward each 
other. Here's the unedited 
transcript of their 
conversation, your chance to 
feel the raw emotion that 
results when two antagonists 
face off ... One On One 


HILE WCW LAMENTS the 
interference of women in 
what is supposed to be a 


man’s sport, ECW revels in it. After 
all, the women of ECW don’t just 
argue, pull hair, and engage in minor 
skirmishes. These ladies, namely 
Beulah McGillicutty and Francine, 
are right there in the trenches. 
They'll fight with each other and, if 
necessary, they'll fight each other's 
men, 

Beulah and Francine can be tough 
and independent, but they’re also 
loyal to their men, Tommy Dreamer 
and Shane Douglas, respectively, and 
very beautiful. They’re certainly not 
ashamed of showing off their bodies! 
And they'll put those bodies on the 
line night after night at ECW events. 
Friends? Hardly. They once were 
able to peacefully co-exist, but only 
for a brief period of time. They're 
serious enemies now. 

Let’s just look at some of the 
things that have happened to these 
two beauties during the last year or 
two: Beulah as been piledriven 
(repeatedly, by Dreamer), belly-to- 
belly suplexed (by Douglas), body- 
slammed (by several people), and hit 
with a few foreign objects (by 
Francine); Francine has been 
piledriven (by Dreamer), super- 
bombed (by The Pit Bulls), spanked 
(by ECW’s mysterious masked man), 
and moonsaulted (by Beulah). 

And remember—these two women 
don’t even consider themselves 
wrestlers. 

ECW fans would love to see 
Beulah and Francine battle each 
other (wo)mano a (wo)mano in the 
ring, but for now, we'll just have to 
be content to let them go at it over the 
telephone ... “One On One.” 
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“Why don’t they just put up a cage to 
see if you have the guts to get in the 
ring with me alone, without that freak 
of a boyfriend that you have?” 
—Beulah McGillicutty 


FRANCINE: What is this, Beu- 
lah? A war of words? I hardly think 
you're capable. 

BEULAH: Well that’s all you 
are, Francine, talk. You shoot your 
mouth off, but when you’re in the 
ring with me, you try to run and 
hide. 

FRANCINE: Excuse me? / run 
and hide? You're always hiding 
behind that idiot Tommy Dreamer. I 
don’t know why you bother. I'll 
always be able to catch up with you. 
That is, until you find a real man. 

BEULAH: Real man? What’s 
that supposed to mean? 

FRANCINE: You know what 
that means. A real man like Shane 
Douglas. But don’t worry, I’m 
enough woman for him. 

BEULAH: If you're referring to 
size, I know that from facing you in 
the ring. 


FRANCINE: Don’t give me 
another reason to kick you around. 
You and that loser of a boyfriend 
that you have. 

BEULAH: Tommy will stand up 
and fight whenever someone calls 
him out. A real man knows how to 
treat a woman, too. All Shane does 
is hide behind you and the other 
two members of his Triple Threat, 
Chris Candido and Brian Lee. 

FRANCINE: Excuse me? 
Tommy Dreamer knows how to 
treat a woman? Let me get this 
straight. Dreamer, the guy who 
piledrived you like a million times a 
few years ago, knows how to treat a 
woman? Have you seen what your 
man has done to me? I’ve got the 
chiropractor bills to prove it. Some 
man that he is—picking on a poor, 
defenseless woman. He’d rather 
beat me up than take on Shane. 
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“When you get in the ring with me, I'ma 
wild animal, but the difference between 
us is | can wrestle. | was trained by the 

best, Shane Douglas.” 
—Francine 


BEULAH: Oh, you’ve really 
lost it. You know that, in that ring, 
everything is fair game. You get in 
Tommy’s face and he’ll do what he 
has to do to you. I won’t stop him. 
If I have to go through Shane to get 
to you, that’s the chance that I’m 
willing to take. And anything Shane 
can dish out, I can take. 

FRANCINE: All this talk won't 
protect you from Shane or me. 

BEULAH: I’ve seen Shane 
Douglas’ preference in opponents. 
Women and wrestlers with neck 
injuries. What next? The elderly? 
Small children? Household pets? 

FRANCINE: Shane is the great- 
est wrestler in ECW today. He is 
the World TV champion. Anyone 
who represents a threat to that will 
go down. When you enter our war 
zone, you better be ready for battle. 

BEULAH: If he’s so great, why 
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won’t he put that title up against 
Tommy? 

FRANCINE: Shane is focusing 
all his energy on The Pit Bulls. 
Shane is a disciplined athlete. When 
he is finishing crippling both those 
mangy mutts, maybe we’ll lower 
ourselves and get in the ring with 
that freak again. 

BEULAH: | doubt if Shane’ll 
get past either Pit Bull. And he 
fears Tommy. You know it, and I 
know it. 

FRANCINE: Let’s cut the crap. 
This is about you and me. You're 
pining away for Shane. You can’t 
stand it when you see his arms 
wrapped around me. 

BEULAH: I don’t give a damn 
about Shane. Shane is a lowlife who 
brings people like you down to his 
level. With Tommy, I’m a free 
woman. 


FRANCINE: Every time you 
see me and Shane, your eyes get 
green with jealousy, honey. 

BEULAH: Let’s just keep the 
men out of this. Let’s you and I set- 
tle this once and for all the way 
everyone settles things in ECW. 
Let’s get between the ropes and 
may the better woman win. 

FRANCINE: And you better 
believe that the better woman is me. 
Just listen to the fans when I’m in 
the ring. They know a beautiful 
woman when they see one. 

BEULAH: Well, they’re not see- 
ing it with you. Did you forget 
some of the things they’ve chanted 
at you? Don’t worry, I won't repeat 
them. I know how crazy you get 
when they get on you and don’t 
stop. They know there is only one 
real woman in ECW. 

FRANCINE: Then what are we 
waiting for? Why don’t they just 
put up a cage to see if you have the 
guts to get in the ring with me 
alone? 

BEULAH: Fine. I'll make that 
horse face of yours uglier than it 
already is. 

FRANCINE: With what? Your 
great wrestling talent? There is 
something that you need to under- 
stand. When you get in the ring 
with me, I’m a wild animal, but the 
difference between us is I can wres- 
tle. I was trained by the best, Shane 
Douglas. 

BEULAH: He might have taught 
you how to cheat, but there isn’t 
much he could teach you about 
wrestling or about getting extreme. 
You know that the ECW fans con- 
sider Tommy the most extreme of 
all the wrestlers in ECW. 

FRANCINE: Dreamer’s the 
most extreme? The fans didn’t see 
extreme until Shane came along. He 
showed them extreme and they 
turned away in disgust. 

BEULAH: Shane has taken 
things too far one too many times. 

FRANCINE: But that’s what 
extreme is all about. 

BEULAH: You’re wrong. I'll 
show you what extreme is all about. 
You'll see. Oo 
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Did you ever wonder how YOU 


could get into Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a valet, manager or even a wrestler? 
Or in one of MANY non-wrestiing positions? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
“MORE” ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know 
to enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This 
Very insightful book is written by two active profes- 
sionals in the wrestling business, who between 
them have worked for every major wrestling asso- 
ciation including WCW and the WWFI You are 
advised what to do, where to write, how to act, 
how to get various jobs, what your chances are ~ 
and how to better those odds! Explains many ‘in- 
side” things you never knew, but need to know! 
* Details over 50 different jobs possible in pro wresting! 
* Lists addresses of U.S. promotions and best wrestling 
schools « Tells you where to order boots, 


DEFINITE THREAT 

| agree that Flash Funk is a 
legitimate threat to all WWF super- 
stars (“Party-Hearty Flash Funk: 
Don’t Be Fooled—He’s A Serious 
Threat!” April 1997). Flash has 
improved a great deal since joining 
the promotion last November and 
has been impressive in his match- 
es with Leif Cassidy and Savio 
Vega. Funk has dazzled both the 
wrestlers and fans with aerial acro- 


igts, otc, NUS. and UK. © Charge i! batics and fine mat wrestling. 
. N Flash did not win the ECW TV 


at 
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Inside Secrets on How YOU |{RRe by beating no-name wrestlers. 
Can Enter The Exciting He has beaten the likes of Dean 
World of Pro Wrestling! Malenko and Eddy Guerrero, so | 


: think he can handle guys like 
Nios area ee gpshesnict laren tt Steve Austin and Goldust. 
Money Order or cash for quickest shipment! This is Flash’s time to rise to 


uperstardom. He made the right 
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es the WWF will allow him to show- 
r 
‘MOVING? 
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case his talent to a worldwide audi- 
ence. He has become a more ded- 
‘ icated wrestler and less arrogant in 
1 Kindly give us 8 weeks 
' advance notice the last few Le ae The whole 
I Are you moving? If so, please give us dancing routine with the women is 
V3 weeks advance notice so we can! | an excellent facade, because he 
continue to service your subscription . : , 
promptly. Check the magazine(s) list. | makes it look like he doesn’t care 
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CAROL HARVEY 

Buffalo, NY 

{C] PWI WEEKLY 
HUNTER OR HUNTED? 

| think Hunter Hearst Helmsley 

is really a pawn in a game that is 


I NAME 


y OLD ADDRESS 


i | | being played by two intelligent and 
: CITY : beautiful women (“Is Helmsley For 
SSe he ea Real? ‘Marlena & Sable Are 
i | | Begging Me To Steal Them!” April 
: NEW ADDRESS ' 1997). | actually feel sorry for the 
! Gry. — 1 | former Intercontinental champ. He 
- 1) is allowing his ego to get him 
: STATE ZIP 1| involved in a potentially career- 
1 ESRRCTWEDATE 1 | ending triangle feud. Helmsley will 
tee insespa s aeee: ' not be able to withstand the pun- 
1 LONDON PUBLISHING CO. i ishment that Goldust and Marc 
j P.O. BOX 910 i 

j_ FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 } 


Sincerely Yours 


(Continued from page 5) 


This is one woman Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley has had his eye on for quite a 
while. Some would say he’s obsessed 
with Marlena. But reader Alexander 
Johnson thinks she’s playing mind 
games with him. 


Mero will be dishing out. Goldust is 
a strange person, and no one 
knows what he will do. He has 
played with the minds of Ahmed 
Johnson and Scott “Razor Ramon” 
Hall and has done some major 
damage. 

Helmsley should put his ego in 
check for his own good. He must 
realize he can get any women he 
wants, so he should forget about 
chasing Marlena. She is just using 
him as a motivational tool for 
Goldust. Once Goldust gets done 
with Helmsley, he most likely will 
begin to gear up for a major title 
run. Helmsley has to open his eyes 
or he will end up being stuck in a 
meaningless feud. 

ALEXANDER JOHNSON 
Crystal Falls, WI [1 
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ferent from what | experienced at 
the other three cards. In 
Morristown, | saw men carrying 
their sons on their shoulders and 
families driving up to the arena in 
pickup trucks. In Chattanooga, | 
saw students and yuppies, fami- 
lies with grown children, and plen- 
ty of Lexuses and Infinities. 
Different scene, different kind of 
card. 

In the main event, Bret Hart, 
Steve Austin, The Undertaker, and 
Big Van Vader battled for the 
WWF World title that was vacated 
by the injured Shawn Michaels a 
few days earlier. For three nights, | 
had seen fans sitting back for an 
evening of wrestling entertain- 
ment. On this night, the card was 


5 MAKE BiG MONEY 
IN PRO WRESTLING § 


Whether you want to be in the 
wrestling spotlight or make money behind 
the scenes, this book was written for you!! 
Co-authored by wrestling superstars KING 
KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY BOY” 
LARRY SHARPE, HITTIN’ THE MAT 
contains everything you need to know to 
prepare for a wrestling or non-wrestling 
career in this exciting business. GUAR- 
ANTEED! Whether you want to make 
money in the wrestling industry or just enjoy 
watching, this book is a must! Act now and 
receive the following FREE bonuses: 


1. Autographed, personalized picture of 
KING KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY 
BOY” LARRY SHARPE. 


2. Informative guide describing dozens of 
non-wrestling positions. 


3. Money-saving coupons for wrestling 
publications, training, equipment, memor- 
abilia and more. 


Only $12.95 + $2 S/H 
(Add $5 outside U.S.) 


DON’T WAIT! ORDER TODAY! 


Send to: 
HITTIN’ THE MAT 
704 BROADWAY, #188C 
MANTUA, NJ 08051 
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On The Road 


(Continued from page 10) 


The old Smoky Mountain Wrestling feud between Buddy Landell and “Dirty White 
Boy” Tony Anthony got heated up again on Tennessee Mountain Wrestling card. 
But it was the “Dirty White Girl” who was the big winner this time 


tense. Something real was at 
stake: the major title of one of the 
two biggest federations in North 
America. 

Was there a lesson to be 
learned from this? Anything to be 
gained? Not really. Different 
scenes, different crowds, and dif- 
ferent types of wrestling. Ten- 


nessee remains one of the best 
States for wrestling, a good place 
to spend five or six days in the 
middie of February, and the 
answer to at least one important 
wrestling question: Are the inde- 
pendents dead? No, and they 
make a nice appetizer for a deli- 
cious main course. O 
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Let Us Spray! 
aoe THE GIANT 
ES DOWN .. 


You'd think that by now, SHAWN 
MICHAELS and “PSYCHO” SID would hate 
each other as much as Shawn and BRET 
HART hate each other, but that’s not the 
case. Sid has been going after Bret full-bore 
lately; it’s as if he’s pounding the “Hitman” on 
behalf of his old “friend” ... THE GIANT was 
very down after he got spray-painted at 
Souled Out. He had better be ready to keep 
fighting the NWO; the future of WCW 
depends on him! ... You won't want to miss 
our special 25-page section: “Superstar 
Wrestlers’ Toughest Opponents.” Some of 
our choices will surprise you! 


All this—and much more!— 


in the June 1997 issue of 
The Wrestler 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


Lohepoces Fouts Our? 
t Wa asy! 


RESTLI® ct 
SUPERSTARS 
nN 


They are two of the more colorful rebels 
we've ever seen in the ring. RODDY PIPER 
has been raising hell for more than two 
decades, while STEVE AUSTIN is now 
considered by many to be the most 
dangerous man in the sport. You won't 
believe what happens in our “Superstar 
Dream Match” ... You might be surprised 
by who came out on top in this year’s Tag 
Team Stat-O-Charts, our ranking of the 
top 20 duos in the sport ... Some people 
didn’t like NWO Souled Out, but the NWO 
thought it was the best pay-per-view ever. 
What made them say, “It was just too easy”? 


All this—and much more!— 


in the Summer 1997 issue of 
Wrestling Superstars 
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Behind the Door 


(Continued trom page 12) 


Terry Taylor came out of retirement this winter and battled The Renegade on a 
WCW card. He said after the match he wants to stay in shape in case he’s needed 
in WCW’s war with the NWO, He sounded serious, too. Really. 


under. Hogan, Nash, Hall, espe- 
cially Bischoff ... send them all off 
to wrestling hell (Puerto Rico?). 
Make sure it happens before they 
overrun the WWF, too. Things are 
way out of control in WCW. It’s 
time to cut the videotape. 
Laughable quote of the year: 
“This NWO has gotten me so 
worked up that | feel like | have 
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to get back into top form so | 
can lend support to WCW if they 
need me.” 

Sounds like the kind of quote 
that should have the NWO mem- 
bers shaking in their wrestling 
boots, right? 

Well, not it you consider that 
the man being quoted is Terry 
Taylor, a.k.a. The Red Rooster. 
In case you missed it, Taylor, 


who works as a trainer at 
WCW’s Power Plant these days, 
came out of retirement for a few 
matches recently. 

Yeah, right. Terry Taylor’s 
going to do what half of WCW 
couldn't. That'll be the coldest 
day in hell. 

A suggestion to Taylor: Re- 
retire and avoid embarrassment. 

This is another example of 
what | call, “I’ve gotten better 
since | retired” syndrome. It’s a 
variation of “absence makes the 
heart grow fonder.” An athlete 
retires and we remember him as 
being better than he really was. 

Now make no mistake: Terry 
Taylor was a good wrestler, but 
he was never an outstanding 
wrestler, and certainly not the 
kind of man who could take on 
an entire clique, much less one 
consisting of half the wrestlers in 
a federation. 

Know what | think? 

| think Terry Taylor wants to 
become a member of the NWO 
as a wrestler, manager, or ad- 
viser. He’s going to back-door it, 
make himself known again, and 
wait for an invitation. 

To which Eric Bischoff said: 
“Terry Taylor? Don’t make me 
laugh.” 

Okay, forget for a moment 
that Eric Bischoff makes us 
laugh every time we see him on 
TV. Bischoff is wrestling’s Joker. 
A complete waste of time, 
space, and energy. On his best 
day, he wasn’t half the man 
Terry Taylor is today. 

Yet, you have to agree: Terry 
Taylor? Don’t make me laugh. 

Anyway, here’s some food for 
thought: Dennis Rodman will 
become an honorary member of 
the NWO before the end of 
1997. 

Green hair and all. (cal 
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August 1983/Stories include: JYD, 
Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 

November 1984/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 

January 1987/Stories include: Rude-Flair, 
Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 

April 1987/tories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

December 1987/Stories include: 
Freebirds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 
April 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 

June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

October 1988/Stories include: 
Megapowers-Megabucks, Horsemen, Lawler. 
November 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Kerry, Luger, Muraco, Freebirds. 
December 1988/Stories include: Powers 
of Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper. 

March 1989/Stories include: Hennig, 
Midnights, Fuller & Golden, Ultimate. 

May 1989/Stories include: Hogan, 
Steiner, Morton, Bad Co., Taylor. 

June 1989/Stories include: Hogan-Savage, 
Luger, Steamboot-Flair. 

August 1989/Stories include: 
Hulkamania, Steamboat, Rude, Cornette. 
September 1989/Stories include: Savage- 
Hogan, Luger, Mascaras, Rhodes. 

October 1989/Stories include: Hall- 


xXx BACK ISSUES OF EEE 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of “the magazine 
that rips the lid off pro wrestling!” INSIDE WRESTLING 
gives you all the information "i need to keep up with the 


pro wrestling scene! Avoid sellouts—order today! 

Jonvary 1990/Stories include: Hogan, November 1991/Stories include: Hogan- | June 1994/Stories include: Steamboat, 

Sting-Flair, Roberts-DiBiase. Savage, Luger, Flair, War Games. Snuka, Anthony, Bruises, Blayze. 

April 1990/Stories include: Starrcade 89, | January 1992/Stories include: Sting, August 1994/Stories include: Piper, 

Ultimate, Rhodes, Sawyer. Freebirds, Hart, Rhodes, Rotundo. Hogan, 911, Freebirds, rulebreakers.— 

June 1990/Stories include: Sting, Saito- May 1992/Stories include: Justice-Hogan, September 1994/stories include: Nastys, 

Zbyszko, Earthquake, Ultimate, Liger, Gilbert, Repo Man. Undertaker, Flair-Steamboat. 

July 1990/Stories include: ees Sting, | June 1992/Stories include: Sting, Hogan, | November 1994/Stories include: DiBiose, 

Warrior & Hogan, Race, Bagwell, Atlas. Sting, Diesel, Cactus-Saby. 

August 1990/Stories inde: Luger-Floir, | August 1992/Stories include: Savage- December 1994/Stories include: Hogan, 

Hogan, Warrior, Taylor. Flair, Jack-Badd, Christopher, LOD. Bret, Rottens, Cactus, AAA midgets. 

September 1990/Stories indude: Hogan, | September 1992/Stories include: War January 1995/Stories include: Vader, 

Duggan, JYD, Adams, Horsemen. Games, Hogan, Vader, Kamala. Diesel & Razor, Hart, Luger, Sabu. 

October 1990/Stories include: Sting, November 1992/Stories include: Flair, February 1995/Stories include: Sting, 

Legion of Doom, Bushwhackers, Gigante. Warrior, Vader, top rope rule. McMohon-Lowler, Woman, Brutus-Hogan. 

November 1990/Stories include: Flair, March 1993/Stories include: Michaels, March 1995/Stories include: Nastys, 

Hogan, Vicious, Slaughter, Orients. Koloff, Windham-Rhodes. Ramon, Tosmaniac, 1995 predictions. 

December 1990/Stories include: Hogan, | June 1993/Stories include: Doink, Vader- | May 1995/Stories include: Michaels, 

Sting, Kerry, Cornette, Zbyszko. Sting, Hart, Steiners, Lawler. Mabel, Diesel, Undertaker, Hogan. 

January 1991 /Stories include: LOD, July 1993/Stories include: Bravo, June 1995/Stories include: Hogan-Savage, 

Adams, Steiners, Lawler-Funk. Gonzales, Bulldog, Ramon, Arn. Austin, Gangstas, Public Enemy. 

February 1991/Stories include: Taylor, August 1993/Stories include: Hogan- August 1995/Stories include: Badd, 

Hogan, Martel, Sting. Yokozuna, Hart, Christopher. Bigelow, Studd, Bubba-Sting. 

March 1991 /Stories include: Hogan- September 1993/Stories include: September 1995/Stories include: Vicious, 

Earthquake, Roberts-Martel, Sting. Steiners, Slamboree, Ramon, Sting & Smith. | Flair-Hogan, Severn, Mabel. 

April 1991/Stories include: Flair-Sting, October 1993/Stories include: November 1995/Stories include: Hogan, 

Steiners, Piper, Zhyszko, Slaughter. SummerSlam, Money Inc., Vader-Vicious. Wright, Tatanka, Backlund-Clinton. 

May 1991/Stories include: Savage- November 1993/Stories include: Bodies, | December 1995/Stories include: 

Warrior, Steiners, Sting, Virgil. Jonnetty, Rude-Floir, Hogan, Luger. Undertaker, Vader, Renegade, Gangstas-PE. 

June 1991/Stories include: Steiners, LOD, | December 1993/Stories include: Fytch, Janvary 1996/Stories include: Norton, 

Koloff, I-C belt, Dundees. Austin, Luger, Yokozuna, Sting & Flair. Vicious, Psicosis-Misterio. 

July 1991/Stories include: Hogan, Virgil, | February 1994/Stories include: Hogan, February 1996/Stories include: 1996 pre- 

Nastys, Steiners, Spivey. Duggan, Doinks, Blonds, holiday wishes. dictions, Goldust, Sherri-Parker. 

September 1991/Stories include: Justice- | March 1994/Stories include: Nastys, April 1996/Stories include: Diesel, Kid, 

Hogan, Hyatt, Rude, Hennig. Parker, Borga, 1994 predictions. Savage-Sting-Luger-Hogan. 

October 1991/Stories include: Savage & | May 1994/Stories include: Flair-Rude, May 1996/Stories include: Austin, Public 
Pillman-Vicious, Hennig, Warriors, Rhodes. | Liz, Hogan & Warrior, Luger. Hart, Luger, Morton, Heenan. Enemy, Vader, Sasaki, weirdness. 
December 1989/Stories include: Rhodes, 

Flair, Hogan-Zeus, Embry. 
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The Insider 


(Continued from page 14) 


As great as Shawn Michaels is at executing high-risk moves like this one he used 
on Goldust. he’s even better at promoting himself, making himself look more coura- 
geous and determined than he truly is. What a phony. 


Was it fear of facing Sid on 
that very night? Was the inev- 
itable clash with Bret Hart too 
hot for Michaels to handle? 
Were the boos from the fans 
chipping away at his mighty 
ego? Or was it strictly a busi- 
ness decision? 

With all the defections to 
WCW/NWO occurring over the 
past year, anytime anyone 
changes his status in the WWF, 
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rumors begin to fly. Michaels’ 
friendship with Kevin Nash and 
Scott Hall is not a big secret. So 
is Michaels goldbricking for Ted 
Turner's gold down in Atlanta? 
Questions, questions. Too 
many questions. My asking all 
these questions might give you 
the idea that | give a rip about 
Shawn Michaels. | don’t. Frankly, 
| am so happy with his departure 
that | must know the real reason 


just in case he returns and | want 
to plant the seeds for another 
departure. That is my chief moti- 
vation for this inquiry. 

While all the pre-pubescent 
females may squeal with teen 
delight when Michaels shakes his 
rear, | merely yawn. Now that he 
is gone, wrestling has room for 
more real men. Masculine types 
like Kevin Nash and The Under- 
taker. Men who when they enter 
the ring don’t need to wiggle 
around like a constipated Chip- 
pendale. They go in, kick butt, get 
out, and, in the process, bring out 
the feminine wiles in me. 

So | do not say goodbye to 
Shawn Michaels. | say good rid- 
dance. For whatever reason you 
left. | don’t really care. You left, 
that’s all that counts. For all the 
youngins who are shedding tears 
over his departure, save it. He will 
be back. The massive ego in that 
minuscule frame will not allow 
him to shy away from any spot- 
light for too long. 

Michaels’ sabbatical is my 
vacation. An escape away from 
false humility. The guy sheds a 
tear and wipes it dry while flexing 
what he calls muscles. Without 
Michaels, wrestling will continue 
to be great, if not greater. We can 
try to forget we had a WWF 
World champ named Shawn 
Michaels. 

There. He’s down, and | kicked 
him. He has said that he is gone, 
so | will treat him as a non-per- 
son. No longer will | rail on him. 
That is, until he prances his way 
back into my wrestling life. When 
Shawn Michaels does that, | will 
reach for my pen and start all 
over again. 

| never thought of that. You 
know, in a way, | can’t wait. In 
fact, forget what | just said. 

Hurry back, “Heartbreak Kid.” 
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would you like to talk to me about 
this time?” 

“| think you know,” | responded. 
“What's up your crown when it 
comes to ECW?” 

“Look, I’ve had enough 
of those misfits and their 
fans,” said Lawler. “l said 
what needed to be said.” 

“But | thought the ECW 
conflict had calmed down 
months ago, after they 
stopped showing up at 
WWF events.” 

“But they still maintain a 
presence in this promo- 
tion,” responded Lawler. 
“Their inbred fans carry 
signs and chant, ‘ECW! 
ECW!’ I’ve had enough, 
and | wanted to call them 
out SO we can shut those 
idiots up. I’m the only one 
who had the guts to do it.” 

For the record, Lawler 
was speaking for himself 
when he publicly “called 
out” ECW. While no one in 
the WWF asked him to do 
this, Lawler is one of the 
federation’s most visible 
employees. If ECW attacks, 
most wrestlers in the WWF 
will side with the makeshift 
monarch. 

But with Lawler, there is 
always an ulterior motive. 
Could it be that “The King” 
of the WWF was also look- 
ing out for his true home 
promotion, the USWA? 

“Listen, Hunter, I’ve 
spent years making the 
USWA what it is today,” he 
said. “All | hear is how 
great ECW is because their guys 
spill buckets of blood. Everybody 
there is so extreme. 

“The USWA was around /ong 
before ECW got started, and 
before long, everybody will forget 
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On Assignment 


(Continued from page 16) 


ECW even existed,” he continued. 
“| don’t need some renegade 
group giving this sport that | love a 
black eye. | called them out on a 
WWF show to get attention and 


Ne saat 


Lawler chokes a bloody Tommy Rich during a USWA 
match. Though the Memphis-based federation is consid- 
ered to be Lawler’s “home” promotion, he is very loyal to 
the WWF, too. 


show the world what a bunch of 
morons they are.” 

However, that does not mean 
that Lawler doesn’t also have loy- 
alties to the WWF. 

“| made a conscious decision 


over four years ago to come here,” 
he said. “I have enough loyalty in 
me for two promotions. People 
might not believe it, but | care 
about the WWF. | take my job very 
seriously. Maybe | want to 
fight ECW on two different 
fronts.” 

Lawler seems to be 
fighting for the WWF, 
USWA, and wrestling as a 
whole. But let’s remember 
that we are talking about 
“The King” here. Before we 
deem him a champion of all 
that is pure in wrestling, we 
must consider the possibili- 
ty that there is an entirely 
different agenda at work 
here. After all, that particu- 
lar Raw was, for a time, 
Bret Hart’s night. Did Law- 
ler want to steal that spot- 
light away? 

“You're really reaching, 
Hunter,” Lawler said. “Sid 
took care of ‘the Hitman’s’ 
special night. | was sending 
a message. I’m the new 
garbage man of wrestling, 
and I’m going to start clean- 
ing up, starting with the 
trash in ECW.” 

Call it old school vs. new 
school. Call it tradition 
against a new style. What- 
ever you Call it, once again, 
Jerry Lawler has stirred up 
controversy, and he could 
not contain his enthusiasm 
over it. 

“It's like waiting for Santa 
Claus on Christmas morn- 
ing,” he said. “When those 
reprobates and mutants 
show their ugly faces, it will be my 
pleasure to put them in their 
place.” 

lronically, Jerry Lawler is mak- 
ing wrestling history by trying to 
preserve it. oO 


59 


Now It Can Be Told 


THE TRUE STORY 


THE STEVE AUSTIN-LADY 
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INSIDE WRESTLING CLASSIC! 
. | Ever wonder what happened to- 
‘that special lady in Austin’s life? 
e show up again? Reread 
ide Wrestling Classic” | 


9: 0 get some insight into | @ 
‘old’s” past 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


" BEHIND 


BLOSSOM SPLIT! 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


By Chris Bernucca 


UTSIDE IT WAS unseason- 
C) ably warm for the between- 
holiday lull of lateDecem- 
ber in southern New York. But 
inside the lavish Scarsdale home of 
Paul E. Dangerously, the setting was 
considerably colder. 
Dangerously sat forward in his 
high-backed leather chair, elbows 


resting on the oak desk in his fully 
carpeted den. A bright red carnation 
adorned the left lapel of his gray 
pinstripe suit. His tie was crimson, 
with cream polka dots. 

Madusa, wearing a shapely white 
jumpsuit with black pumps, ambled 
past the bookshelves on the walls. 
She wore her hair in a French braid 
and muttered authors’ names in a 
barely audible whisper. 

The LED window on the answer- 
ing machine flashed a digital “15.” 
There was a stack of mail six inches 


thick on Paul E.’s desk. And while 
the rest of The Dangerous Alliance 
rested at a midtown hotel, final ar- 
rangements still had to be made for 
that night's WCW card at the Byrne 
Meadowlands Arena. 

A month ago, Paul E. had agreed 
to be interviewed when he arrived in 
the Big Apple. But a month ago, Paul 
E. didn’t know he would be this 
busy. An intrepid intruder was the 
last thing the most powerful manag- 
er in the sport needed at the 
moment. 

“You're just gonna have to bear 
with me, Shakespeare,” snapped 
Paul E. “I was ready to hire someone 
to do this for me, but she didn’t 
work out. Madusa’s a big help, but 
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Despite the change 
in management, Aus- 
tin has held on to the 
TV title with victories 
over top challengers 
like Dustin Rhodes 
(above). Since join- 
ing forces with Paul 
E., Austin has been 
me paired in tag teams 

with other members 
of The Dangerous Al- 
liance, such as 
“Beautiful” Bobby 
Eaton (left). 


when you're on the road, this stuff 
piles up.” 

He pressed the playback button 
on the answering machine and be- 
gan sorting the mail into four piles— 
press releases, bills, junk, and per- 
sonal letters. Yes, even yuppie rule- 
breaking managers get fan mail. 

The messages droned on. Two 
from Magnum T.A., which made 
Paul E. laugh out loud. One from 
Jim Ross, which sounded important. 
One from the China Club, Two from 
friends in Atlanta. One from Inside 
Wrestling Editor-in-Chief Craig Pe 
ters. And then ... 

“YOU SLIMEBALL! YOU KNOW 
WHO THIS IS! THE CHECK 
BOUNCED, YOU UNDERSTAND? IT 


BOUNCED! | WANT MY MONEY 
AND | WANT IT NOW! IN CASH! IF 
| DONT GET IT, I'LL GOUGE YOUR 
EYES OUT!” 

There was no doubt about the 
identity of the shrill female voice. It 
was The Woman Scorned. It was 
Lady Blossom, former valet to TV 
champion “Stunning” Steve Austin. 

“All right, both of you, out!” said 
Dangerously, flipping through his 
Rolodex and rubbing his eyes. “I've 
got calls to make.” 

“C'mon, Hemingway,” said 
Madusa, giggling. “I'll make us some 
tea.” 

RK 

The kitchen was as spacious as 
the den. It had an eight-foot refriger- 
ator, an island with a built-in range, 
and every modern convenience 
known to man. One began to won- 
der if Paul E. was bouncing his mort- 
gage payments as well. 

“You see,” Madusa began, “when 
| joined the Alliance, one of the stip- 
ulations of my contract was that | 
have final approval on all other fe- 
male potential members. When Paul 
went after Steve, he knew there was 
no way in hell that | would let that, 
that witch come along with him.” 

Her audience of one didn’t dare 
interrupt. 

“So he bought Austin’s contract 
from Blossom,” Madusa continued. 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


\ 


Although she never carried a cellular phone, 
Lady Blossom often helped Austin with her 
own brand of effective outside interference. 


“Paul knows that everybody has a 
price, even the holier-than-thou fools 
like yourself. People always say you 
can't buy happiness. Well, maybe 
not. But you can definitely /ease it 
for a while.” 

The former champion checked her 
watch and smiled. 

“That witch will be at the Mead- 
owlands tonight, hangin’ around the 
locker room like some groupie. 
She's absolutely pathetic. 

“| think you'd better go,” she said, 
taking my coffee mug. “Paul’s upset, 
and we've got a card to get ready 
for.” 

EX 

That night at the Meadowlands, 
Lady Blossom was there. Dressed in 
a waist-length fur coat, white mini- 
skirt and heels, she charmed her 
way past a security guard. 

‘What did | tell you?” Madusa 
said with a sneer. 

The blonde beauty shared a pri- 
vate moment with Austin, who earli- 
er refused to discuss his change in 
management with the press. Minutes 
later, Blossom huddled with Paul E. 
in a barren corridor. Sharp words 
were exchanged, then Dangerously 
handed her a stuffed envelope. She 
thumbed through the contents and 
dropped the envelope in her white 
leather purse. 

“You didn’t see that,” threatened 
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Dangerously, who joined Madusa 
and headed for ringside. 

Blossom headed for the exit. 
There was a hop in her step and a 
smile creased her lips. She tucked a 
20 in the guard’s breast pocket and 
gave him a kiss on the cheek, leav- 
ing a lipstick silhouette that would’ve 
made Johnny B. Badd proud. 

“| asked Steve what it was like 
working for the second-smartest 
manager in WCW,” Blossom said be- 
fore leaving. “He said, ‘C,mon, gor- 
geous, everyone knows Paul E. is the 
smartest manager in the sport.’ 

“So | said to him, ‘Maybe, Steve. 
But let me ask you this: If Paul E. is 
so smart, how come he’s paying me 
not to manage you?’ ” O 
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Blossom and Austin were a fantastic team that didn’t mind reversing roles on several 
occasions. Blossom, then using her given name, Jeannie Clarke, always got help from her 
man in her battles with Toni Adams last year in Texas. 
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OFFICIAL RATINGS 


TOP 15 4—DEAN MALENKO 8—STEVE AUSTIN 12—REY MISTERIO JR. 
(9) No. 1 contender: WCW cruiserweight title {3} No. 6 contender; WWF title +) No. 7 contender; WCW World title 
1—SID VICIOUS 5—THE UNDERTAKER 9—THE GIANT 13—BIG VAN VADER 
(5) WWF World champion (12) No. 3 contender: WWF World fitle (2) No. 3 contender: WCW title (14) No. 7 contender: WWF World title 
2—EDDY GUERRERO 6—LEX LUGER 10—RAVEN 14—SYXX 
(4) U.S, heavyweight champion (7) No. 4 contender: WCW title {10} ECW heavyweight champion {(-] WCW cruiserweight champion 
3—DAVEY BOY SMITH 7—BRET HART 1]—AHMED JOHNSON 15—ROCKY MAIVIA 
+) WWF European champion (6) No, 4 contender: WWF World title (-] No. 5 contender: WWF fitle (-] WF Intercontinental champion 
WCW 4—THE GIANT 8—REY MISTERIO JR. 12—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
{3} 430, parts unknown [+ 140, San Diego, CA (-} 252, Boston, MA 
1—HULK HOGAN 5—LEX LUGER 9—CHRIS BENOIT 13—RANDY SAVAGE 
(1) 275, Venice Beach, CA (4) 265, Chicago, Ik (9} 218, Edmonton, Alberta +} 237, Sarasota, FL 
2—EDDY GUERRERO 6—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 10—SYXX 14—LORD STEVEN REGAL 
(2) 221, El Paso, TX (6) 260, Tompa, FL ++) 212, Minneapolis, MN (8) 247, Blackpool, England 
3—DEAN MALENKO 7—RODDY PIPER 11—JEFF JARRETT 15—PRINCE IAUKEA 
(5) 216, Tampa, FL +} 247, Glasgow, Scotland (10} 230, Nashville, TN (-} 219, Honolulu, HI 
WWE 4—THE UNDERTAKER 8—BIG VAN VADER 12—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 
(3) 328, parts unknown (9} 450, Denver, CO (2) 279, ich, CT 
1—SID VICIOUS 5—BRET HART 9—FAAROOQ 13—MANKIND 
(4) 318, West Memphis, AR (2} 235, Calgary, Alberta (8) 260, Perry, GA (11) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM 
2—ROCKY MAIVIA 6—AHMED JOHNSON 10—GOLDUST 14—CRUSH 
(12) 272, Pearl City, HI (6) 255, Pearl River, MS (10) 254, Austin, TX (15) 322, Kona, Hi 
3—DAVEY BOY SMITH 7—STEVE AUSTIN 11—THE SULTAN 15—FLASH FUNK 
(-] 245, Leeds, England (5) 241, Dallas, TX +} 283, Tehran, Iran (13) 222, Denver, CO 
4—LEX LUGER 8—EDDY GUERRERO 12—CHRIS JERICHO 
MOST POPULAR __ Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular Lost issue: No. 8 Most Populor Last issue: No. 13 Most Popular 
1—AHMED JOHNSON 5—THE GIANT 9—REY MISTERIO JR. 13—TOMMY DREAMER 
Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular Lost issue: No. 1 Most Popular Lost issue: No. 12 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 
2—RODDY PIPER 6—BRET HART 10—GOLDUST 14—ROCKY MAIVIA 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular Lost issue: No. 6 Most Last issue: No. 11 Most Popular Last issue: 
3—THE UNDERTAKER 7—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 11—THE SANDMAN 15—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular Last issue: No. 9 Most Popular Last isue: No. 10 Most Popular Lost issuer 
MOST HATED 4—KEVIN NASH 8—SYXX 12—STEVE MCMICHAEL 
a Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated Lost issue: No. 12 Most Hated 
1—RANDY SAVAGE 5—SCOTT HALL 9—RAVEN 13—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 
Lost issue: unrated Lost issue: No. 4 Most Hated Last issue: No. 13 Most Hated Lost issue: No. 6 Most Hated 
2—HULK HOGAN 6—KEVIN SULLIVAN 10—FAAROOQ 14—BIG VAN VADER 
Lost issue: No, 1 Most Hated Lost issue: No. 7 Most Hated Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated Last issue: No. 14 Most Hated 
3—STEVE AUSTIN 7—SAVIO VEGA TI—JERRY LAWLER 15—CRUSH 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 


Lost issue: No. 8 Most Hated Lost issue: No. 10 Most Hated 


Lost issue: No. 15 Most Popular 


TOP 15 TAG TEAMS 


1—OWEN HART & DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(3) WWF World tog team 

2—THE GIANT & LEX LUGER 

(+) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
3—SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH 

(2) WCW World tag team champions 
bP FURNAS & oo a 
No. 1 contenders: WWF W. 


5—THE ELIMINATORS 
(7) ECW tag team champions 
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6—THE BARBARIAN & MENG 

(9) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag fitle 
7—RICK & SCOTT STEINER 

(1) No, 3 contenders: WCW World tag title 
8—HENRY & PHINEAS GODWINN 

(6) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 
9—PUBLIC ENEMY 

(14) No. 4 contenders: WCW World tog title 

TO—HARLEM HEAT 
(5} No. 5 contenders: WCW World fag title 


11—PG-13 
(10) USWA tag team champions 
12—JEFF JARRETT & STEVE MCMICHAEL 
(+) No. 6 contenders: WCW World tog title 
13—CRUSH & FAAROOQ 
(-] No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title 
14—THE BLACKJACKS 
(-] No, 4 contenders: WWF World tag title 


15—SABU & ROB VAN DAM 
(11) No. 1 contenders: ECW tag title 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


These ratings are compiled by the editors with the assistanice of promoters, wrestlers, and reporters around the country, and 
are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and the inherent skill of each wrestler. The number 
in parentheses indicates a wrestler’s position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that 


category last issue... 
that comes to our offices ... 
our previous issue ... 


former champion was, and where the match took place. 


ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(January 20, 1997; from Kenta Kobashi; Osaka, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
TOSHIAKI KAWADA & AKIRA TAUE 
(January 17, 1997; from Johnny Ace & Steve Williams; Matsumoto, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN UNITED NATIONAL CHAMPION: MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(January 20, 1997; from Kenta Kobashi; Osaka, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN WOMEN'S ALL-PACIFIC CHAMPION: TAKAKO INOUE 
(November 21, 1996; from Reggie Bennett; Kobe, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN WOMEN’S CHAMPION: RIE TAMADA 
(November 21, 1996; from Kumiko Maekawa; Kobe, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN WOMEN'S TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: CHIKAYA NAGASHIMA & SUGAR SATO 
(September 1, 1996; from Yumi Fukawa & Rie Tamada; Tokyo, Japan) 


ECW HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: RAVEN 
(December 7, 1996; from The Sandman; Philadelphia, PA) 


ECW TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE ELIMINATORS 
(December 20, 1996; from The Gangstas; Middletown, NY) 


ECW TELEVISION CHAMPION: SHANE DOUGLAS 
(July 13, 1996; from Chris Jericho; Philadelphia, PA) 


IWGP HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
(April 29, 1996; from Nobuhiko Takada; Tokyo, Japan) 


IWGP TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: TATSUMI FUJINAMI & KENGO KIMURA 
(January 4, 1997; from Masa Chono & Hiroyoshi Tenzan; Tokyo, Japan) 


IPWA HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: BIG SLAM 
(January 11, 1997; beat Guido Falcone; Pikeville, NC) 


Metlatn WRESTLING FEDERATION LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
JAM FLA: 
(March 2, 1997; beat Steve Corino & Quinn Nash in three-way match; Baltimore, MD) 


MID-EASTERN WRESTLING FEDERATION MID-ATLANTIC CHAMPION: JIMMY CICERO 
(December 1, 1996; from Boo Bradley; Baltimore, MD) 


NWA HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: DAN SEVERN 
(February 24, 1995; from Chris Candido; Erlanger, KY) 


NWA NORTH AMERICAN HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: RECKLESS YOUTH 
(September 7, 1996; beat Derek Domino; Yardville, NJ) 


NWA U.S. TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE LOST BOYS 
(December 7, 1996; from Downward Spiral: Mount Holly, NJ) 


PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(January 20, 1997; from Kenta Kobashi; Osaka, Japan) 


PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
YOSHINARI OGAWA 
(January 15, 1997; from Tsuyoshi Kikuchi; Tokyo, Japan) 


PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
TOSHIAKI KAWADA & AKIRA TAUE 
(January 17, 1997; from Johnny Ace & Steve Williams; Matsumoto, Japan) 


ie CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
JULIO SANCHEZ 
(January 24, 1997; from Freight Train Jones; Reading, PA) 


ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 


“Most Popular” and “Most Hated” ratings are based on nationwide surveys of wrestling fans and on mail 
Championships highlighted in bold on the “Roll Call Of Champions” have changed hands since 
The information under the championship listing indicates the date that champion won the title, who the 


For period ended March 7, 1997 


Aah eta CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
(January 11, 1997; from Diablos Macabre; Reading, PA) 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
ACE DARLING & MARK MEST 
(December 27, 1996; from Double Delight; Reading, PA) 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: ITALIAN STALLION 
(February 22, 1997; from George South; Morganton, NC) 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
MADD MAXXINE 
(August 24, 1996; beat Black Angel; Forest City, NC) 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
CRUEL CONNECTION II & FLAMING YOUTH 
(January 18, 1997; beat The Overlords; Gastonia, NC) 


TRI-STAR WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TITLE HELD UP 
(Most recently held by Jimmy Sharpe) 


TRI-STAR WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: CHUCK COLT & RICK JUSTICE 
(May 10, 1996; from The New One Man Gang & Joel Travis; Rossville, GA) 


USWA HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JERRY LAWLER 
(November 16, 1996; from The Colorado Kid; Memphis, TN) 


USWA SOUTHERN CHAMPION: ELIJAH 
(February 9, 1997; from Brian Christopher; Memphis, TN) 


USWA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: PG-13 
(January 18, 1997; from Steven Dunn & Flash Flanagan; Memphis, TN) 


WCW CRUISERWEIGHT CHAMPION: SYXX 
(February 23, 1997; from Dean Malenko; San Francisco, Ca) 


WCW TELEVISION CHAMPION: PRINCE IAUKEA 
(February 17, 1997; from Lord Steven Regal; Tampa, FL) 


WCW U.S. CHAMPION: EDDY GUERRERO 
(December 29, 1996; beat Dallas Page in tournament final; Nashville, TN) 


WCW WORLD CHAMPION: HULK HOGAN 
(August 10, 1996; from The Giant; Sturgis, SD) 


WCW WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH 
(October 27, 1996; from Harlem Heat; Las Vegas, NV) 


WCW WORLD WOMEN’S CHAMPION: AKIRA HOKUTO 
(December 29, 1996; beat Madusa in tournament final; Nashville, TN) 


WORLD WRESTLING ALLIANCE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: THE ICON 
(December 7, 1996; from East L.A. Angel; Woodbury, NJ) 


WORLD WRESTLING ALLIANCE TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
THE HIMALAYAN PLAYERS 
(December 7, 1996; won tournament; Woodbury, NJ) 


WWF INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: ROCKY MAIVIA 
(February 13, 1997; from Hunter Hearst Helmsley; Lowell, MA) 


WWF WORLD CHAMPION: “PSYCHO” SID VICIOUS 
(February 17, 1997; from Bret Hart; Nashville, TN) 


WWF WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: OWEN HART & DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(September 22, 1996; from The Smokin’ Gunns; Philadelphia, PA) 


INSIDE WRESTLING 
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“EVEN MY SON COULD 
KICK YOUR BUTT!” 


TIGER JEET SINGH vs. JACQUES ROUGEAU SR. 
June 1974 


Back in the mid-1970s in Montreal, Tiger Jeet Singh loved getting his hands on 
any Rougeau, but Jacques Sr. was his favorite member of the famous wrestling family 
to torture. Singh is 22 years older now, and probably a little wiser and more mellow, too. 
Let’s see, Jacques Sr. occasionally does some broadcasting work for the WWF. Tiger’s 
son, Tiger Ali, just signed with the WWF. His father might accompany him to the ring 
sometimes. This old feud couldn’t start up again, could it? 
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WRESTLING .... 


That's right! The 196-page, 
digest-sized 1997 edition of the Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated Almanac, complete with 
title histories, 1996 in review, statistics on 
wrestlers worldwide, and complete supercard 
results, is yours free when you subscribe to 
INsiDE WRESTLING, Using 

the order form on 


Works hard and digs 
deep {0 uncover the 
behind-the-scenes 


stories that “Rj 
Lid Off Pro Wreeaije 


Also Featuring ™ Subs os Y Wrestling”! 

Gaskin Liger " “ % CrI iS today—and 

él eee “VE UD to 25% off the I 
Newsstand price! _| 


"GET IN ON ALL THE ACTION! 
getting INsiDE WRESTLING 


: i bscribe, 
Now, with two different ways To S¥ sier than ever! 


delivered to your home each month is ea ee age 
Get 13 issues of INSIDE WRUSTIANG for? 29-2 
- a 20% savings off the newsstanc pr 
26 LSTLING for 
and price! 


-et 26 issues of INSIDE WR 
ataeg i ; off the newsst 
a 25% savings 0 


I Send to: ¥ oe 
7 = ame pi: 

| London Publishing Co. to 
Addr 

’ P.O. Box 910 a + i 

| Ft- Washington, PA 19034 ci Siate__Zip a 

I Ayes, | would like to subscribe to INSIDE WRESTLING Please indicate method of payment: i 

I [__]! am enclosing $29.20 for a 13-issue subscription LIcheck or money order a. 

(enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) | 

1 oy | am enclosing $54.75 for a 26-issue subscription | 
L_]Visa [_]MasterCard # 

| ee | wish to receive the 1997 PWI Almanac as a bonus to my i 

i subscription and have enclosed $2 to cover postage and handling. Expirationdate:  /_ i ‘ 

gy J I would like to order the 1997 PW Almanac only and have ae me 

' enclosed $7.00 as payment in full Signature: fi ‘ 

, [_] NEw [_] RENEWAL i. 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all other countries: $39.60 for 13 issues ($61.70 airmail), and $75.55 for 26 issues ($119.75 airmail) 


: U 
For all orders outside U.S., international money order in U.S. funds only, Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 4429/01-97 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 

- If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 

To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you’ll be the first to learn about ... 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
_ IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


TF This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 
*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute Canada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdom is £1.00. 

Kids, get your parents’ permission. 

BCM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 4450/02-97 
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